
I ADh
ON THE "'^>

UaFR AN,D jMHARACTEF\_

J i'LY 8—December 7. 1897









f



D igitized by the Internet Archive

in 2015

•

https://archive.org/details/nnennorialaddressunit







MEMORIAL ADDRESSES

ON THE

LIFE AND CHARACTER

OF

William S, Holman
(Late a Representative from Indiana),

DELIVERED IN THE

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND SENATE,

FIFTY-FIFTH CONGRESS,
First Session.

WASHINGTON

:

GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE.

1898.





CONTENTS

Page.
Proceedings m the House ^

Memorial address by

—

Mr. STKKIvK
7

Mr. CaTchings
g

Mr. Zenor
, 13

Mr. Henderson 30
Mr. CUMMINGS 33
Mr. Savers

3^
Mr, De Armond

. 44
Mr. MiERS 52
Mr. McMii,r,iN '

Mr. Bromwei.i< 60
Mr. Lanham 5g
Mr. Hunter

73
Mr. Robinson
Mr. CivARK 86
Mr. WHEEI.ER 92
Mr. Cox
Mr. SUIvZER

; gy
Proceedings in the Senate 103

Memorial address by

—

Mr. Fairbanks 107
Mr. Mii,i,s IJ2
Mr. C0CKRE1.1. 116
Mr. Spooner 121

Mr. Vest 122





Death of William S. Holman.

;
Proceedings in the House,

ApRII, 22, 1897.

Mr, StkkIvK. Mr. Speaker, I offer the resolutions which I

send to the Clerk's desk.

The Speaker. The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Steele]
offers the following resolutions, which the Clerk will report.

The Clerk read as follows:

Resolved, That the House has heard with profound sorrow of
the death of Hon. W11.LIAM S. H01.MAN, late a Representative
of Indiana.

Resolved, That a committee of ten members of the House be
appointed by the Speaker, to act with such Senators as may
be selected, to attend the funeral of the deceased; that the
Sergeant-at-Arms of the House shall take order for superin-
tending the funeral of the deceased at his home, and that the
necessary expenses attending the execution of this order shall
be paid out of the contingent fund of the House.

Resolved, That as a mark of respect to his memory the House
do now adjourn.

Resolved, That the Clerk communicate these resolutions to
the Senate.

The resolutions were agreed to; and the Speaker appointed
as the committee on the part of the House Mr. McMilhn, Mr.
De Armond, Mr. Zenor, Mr. Stark, Mr. Robinson of Indiana,

Mr. Danford, Mr. Bromwell, Mr. Kllis, Mr. Crumpacker, and Mr.
Alexander.

And then, in accordance with the terms of the resolutions,

the House (at 3 o'clock and 39 minutes p. m.) adjourned until

to-morrow at 12 o'clock noon.
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EULOGIES ON HON. WILLIAM S. HOLMAN.

JUI.Y 8, 1897.

Mr. StkelK. I now call up the special order.

The Speaker. The Clerk will read the resolutions setting

apart the business for this time.

The Clerk read as follows:

Resolved, That Thursday, the 8th day of July, 1897, be set

apart for paying a tribute to the memory of Hon. W11.1.IAM S.

H01.MAN, late a member of the House of Representatives from

the State of Indiana.

Mr. SteeIvE. I offer the resolutions which I send to the desk.

The Clerk read as follows:

Resolved, That the business of the House be now suspended

that opportunity may be given for tributes to the memory of

Hon. W11.1.IAM S. HoLMAN, late a Representative from the State

of Indiana.

Resolved, That as a mark of respect to the memory of the

deceased, and in recognition of his eminent abilities as a distin-

guished public servant, the House at the conclusion of these

memorial proceedings shall stand adjourned.

Resolved, That the Clerk communicate these resolutions to the

Senate.

Resolved, That the Clerk be instructed to communicate a copy

of these resolutions to the family of the deceased.
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Address of Mr. Steele of Indiana, 7

Address of Mr. Steele.

Mr. Steele. Mr. Speaker, Hon. Wii^IvIAM S. Hoi^man was

born in Dearborn County, Ind., September 6, 1822.

After receiving a common-school education, he was for a time

a student at Franklin College, Indiana.

Taking up the study of law, he was elected judge of the court

of probate of his county in 1843, before he had attained his

majority.

From 1847 to 1849 he was prosecuting attorney at his home

county, and in 1850 began his long legislative career as a mem-

ber of the constitutional convention of Indiana. In 185 1 he was

a member of the Indiana legislature.

From 1852 to 1856 he was judge of the common pleas court.

In 1858 he was elected a member of Congress. He was fifteen

times reelected by the people of his district, and at the time of his

death was entering upon his thirty-first year of Congressional

service, a longer period than has been allotted to any other mem-

ber of the House of Representatives in the history of our coun-

try. All of these positions in public life he filled with credit to

himself, to his native State, and to his country. He was a born

politician. His father before him was a lawyer of abiUty and a

politician of prominence, and was appointed by President Andrew

Jackson a United States district judge for Indiana. Mr. Holman

probably knew personally as many of the voters of his district

and their families as any man in public life. He had the happy

faculty of making himself at home among them. The confidence

reposed in him by his constituents is indicated by the fact that

he was returned by them to Congress almost continuously from

1858 until the date of his death.



8 Life and Character of William S. Holman.

Beginning his Congressional career onl}^ a short time before

the breaking out of ttfe rebellion, he took strong grounds in favor

of the preservation of the Union. As earl^^ as July, 1861, he was

one of those who advocated an increase in pay for soldiers in the

armies of the United States, a position which was exceptional in

his legislative experience.

In Congress he gave close and intelligent attention to the busi-

ness of its sessions. Few members served with him who, at one

time or another, when they had pet measures pending, have not

wished he were less alert. He was a m.an of strict integrity,

always above suspicion. After fifty-four years of almost con-

tinuous public service, he died a poor man.

Members who served with him will not forget his familiar ges-

ture, and his, "Mr. Speaker, I will have to object," or "Ah,

Mr. Speaker, I must object," nor his great usefulness as a mem-

ber of Congress. He will alwa3^s be honored by them and by

the country.

He was a conspicuous figure in the affairs of men for over

half a century, and the world has been made better on account

of his coming into it. Indianians especiall}^ will honor his

memory.
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Address of Mr, Catchings,

Mr. CatchinGvS. Mr. Speaker, the death of Hon. Wii^IvIAm

S. H01.MAN has removed from this Chamber one of its ancient

landmarks.

Few men have had a longer term of public service, none

have had a more conspicuous and honorable career, and no

man has rendered more extensive and useful returns to those

who invested him with the powers and functions of official

life. Indeed, he was such a familiar and striking figure in

our legislative councils, and for so considerable a period of

time, that it is difficult to realize that he has gone from us

forever. His life was a busy one almost from its beginning,

and his industr}^ and capacity for work were so great that it

would scarceh^ be possible to form a correct estimate of the

full scope and magnitude of his labors.

He began his career before reaching manhood, as a school-

master. At the age of 21 he was a probate judge. Next he

was prosecuting attorney. In 1850 he was a member of the

constitutional convention of Indiana. Then he served in the

legislature of his State. From 1852 to 1856 he was a judge

of the court of common pleas. From that date, excepting

eight years, he represented his district in the House of Rep-

resentatives. Great as our country is, its annals tell of few

men who have to their credit so long and varied and active a

career of public service. It was in these halls that his chief

fame was achieved, and he will be largely judged by his per-

formances here. My acquaintance with him began in 1885,

and my personal relations to him were most agreeable.

Karly in my Congressional service I discovered that his

knowledge of all matters pertaining to Federal legislation was
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not only extensive, but exceedingly accurate. Indeed, lie had

been here so long that he had been a participant in practically

all legislation enacted within the past forty years. His memory

was capacious, and he had been during all that period a close

observer of both men and measures. He was so cordial and

unaffected in manner, and so ready to render assistance to all

who approached him, that I frequently consulted him, and

always to my infinite advantage. His reading upon all sub-

jects of general interest had been so thoughtful and thorough

that he was always a most interesting and instructive com-

panion. He was an economist by nature, and a large part of

his labors here was expended in the effort to instill the prin-

ciple and practice of economy into all Federal legislation.

He beheved that Government had no right to levy taxes except

for its maintenance, and that it was under solemn obligation

to the people who supported it to observe the most exact and

scrupulous economy.

This was a theme upon which he was ever read}^ to dis-

course, and so far as he had the power he put his principles

into our legislation. His chairmanship of the Committee on

Appropriations and long membership of it gave him ample

opportunity to present his views in this regard, and the de-

bates on this floor show that he was an able and earnest

advocate of them. He was commonly called the "Watchdog

of the Treasury," and he fairly earned and was entitled to

this appellation. But his service here was by no means con-

fined to questions of appropriations. He took active part in

the discussion of all questions of interest that from time to

time arose, and always, from his great stock of information and

keen understanding, contributed largely to their elucidation.

While not an orator in the popular sense, yet he spoke with

great clearness and vigor, and at times was most impressive.
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He never suffered himself to be swerved by friendship or clamor

or partisan rancor from pursuing the path of propriety or duty

as he saw it, and this sternness in upholding his conceptions at

times made him the subject of harsh criticism, little short of

personal vituperation. His resolute purpose, full understand-

ing, and power and skill in debate enabled him not only to hold

his ground, but oftener than not to drive off his assailants in

confusion. The alertness and vigilance with which he scanned

all proposed legislation, even that of the least importance, was
most wonderful.

Patiently he watched and w^aited, ready to attack anything

that his judgment did not approve, and his information upon

all subjects of Federal legislation was so full that no subtlety

of form nor gloss of phraseology was sufficient to evade or

thwart his penetrating vigilance. His ceaseless activity upon

this floor can not be depicted so as to give those who have not

witnessed it a clear conception of it. There was scarcely a day

or an hour in which he was not upon his feet to some extent,

debating, expounding, or criticising. And this performance by
him was not for show nor personal exaltation. It was always

serious and intelligent, and designed, as he saw it, to promote

the public good. I doubt if any Representative since the foun-

dation of the Government can fairly be compared with Judge

HoivMAN as to scope, variety, and unflagging activity of service.

But his crowning glory was his absolute integrity.

Not a breath of suspicion ever touched him. He had, in his

long service here, given offense to many who were concerned

in legislation which he had fought with relentless persistence.

Had there been the least room for questioning the seeming

stainlessness of his character he could not have withstood un-

scathed as he did the angry resentment of those whose enter-

prises he had hindered or destroyed. As a result of his long
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and distinguished service in this Chamber, Judge Holman

achieved national fame, and his name became a household

word throughout the land. He was an ardent believer in the

tenets and theories of the Democratic party, and his faith in

them endured to the end. He followed its flag through sun-

shine and storm with unfaltering devotion and absolute loyalty.

A native of Indiana, his affection for it was that of a confid-

ing and dutiful son. If it can be said that there was ever a

time when he showed signs of a willingness to depart from his

customary rigid insistence upon strict economy, it was when

Indiana or some one of its citizens was vitally and directly con-

cerned. If anything could have tempted him to such departure,

it was his intense love for his State and its people. He also

believed in the most liberal treatment of the soldiers who

fought to preserve the Union, and unhesitatingly gave his sup-

port to measures for their rehef which were regarded by many

as uncalled for and extravagant.

He always insisted that liberality to the defenders of the

Union was not only demanded by the highest considerations

of justice, but was true economy. His nature was kindly and

benevolent, and his intercourse with all persons was marked by

the greatest affability and courtesy. He enjoyed the confidence

and respect of his colleagues, and his death is universally de-

plored. A high priest in the councils of the Democratic party

has fallen. A statesman who loved his country and served it

long and faithfully has been called from us b}' that summons

that we all in time must obey. A great and notable figure has

gone.
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Address of Mr. Zenor.

Mr. Zenor. Mr. Speaker, I rise to perform a sad and deli-

cate duty; to repeat the announcement of the death of my late

colleague, Judge William S. Holman, who departed this life

at his residence in this city on the 2 2d day of April, at between

2 and 3 o'clock p. m., and to pay my humble tribute of respect

to his memory.

Mr. Speaker, on the summit of a lofty bluff, towering far

above all others in its imposing grandeur, high above the horse-

shoe bend of the Ohio River, commanding a magnificent view

of surrounding natural scenery, a landscape gorgeous with its

spring and autumn beauty, is Veraestau, the birthplace and an-

cestral home of our late friend and colleague. Here it was he

was born September 6, 1822. Here he was laid away at rest

April 25, 1897, aged 74 years 7 months and 16 days. A more

beautiful and picturesque site for a country home could scarcely

be imagined. Veraestau is about i^A miles from the city of

Aurora, an old historic county seat located on the banks of the

beautiful Ohio.

Here it was in the early Territorial days of Indiana—for as

yet no State had been carved out of that part of the public do-

main—that the pioneer father of our distinguished dead, the

Hon. Jesse ly. Holman, had located and established his home.

To this place, in the year 18 10, he removed from our sister

State of Kentuck}^ noted for its brave, chivalric, and distin-

guished sons, and selected this high, healthy, and breezy spot

as his permanent abiding place, and gave it the name it has

ever since borne. At a meeting of the Dearborn County Bar

Association, held in the city of Aurora on June 7, 1897, a

fitting memorial to his memory, his professional associate and
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lifelong friend, Hon. Ormar F. Roberts, in sketching the his-

tory of Mr. H01.MAN and that of his family, said:

WiiviviAM S. HoIvMAn's mother was Elizabeth Masterson, of

Port William, now Carrollton, Ky., a lady of liberal education,

superior natural endowments, and of great force of character.

She was the daughter of Judge Richard M. Masterson, of Car-

rollton, an extensive landed proprietor, and was related to Gen.

William O. Butler, of Kentucky, a conspicuous general officer

in the Mexican war in 1845-46, who for a time was commander

in chief of the United States army of occupation in that coun-

try and was a candidate for Vice-President on the ticket with

Gen. Lewis Cass, a candidate for President in 1848. Judge

Jesse L. Holman settled in Indiana Territory six j^ears before

it was admitted to the Union as a State, and died at Veraestau

in the fifty-eighth year of his age, leaving not an enemy behind

him, and with a well-spent life crowned with honor and the

undivided confidence of his fellow-citizens following him to the

tomb.

Judge Jesse L. Holman read law in the office and under

the instructions of Henry Clay at Lexington, Ky. At the age

of 21 years he was admitted to the bar at" Port William and

began the practice of the law at that point. As suggested, he

moved to Indiana in 1810, and in 181 1 General Harrison, gov-

ernor of the Territory, appointed him prosecuting attorney for

Dearborn County. In 1824 he was elected to the Territorial

legislature sitting at Corydon, and was chosen and served as

speaker of that body.

In the same year Governor Posey appointed him judge of

one of the two circuits composing the Territory, serving most

ably and acceptably. In 18 16, on the admission of Indiana

into the Union as a State, Governor Jennings appointed him

one of the judges of the supreme court, and he served as sucli

fourteen years. All of his opinions are clear, seasoned with

justice and equity, without technicalit}^, the bane of the law.

In 183 1 General Tipton defeated him for the United States

Senate ])y only one vote, though the legislature was strongly

against him politically.
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In 1834 President Jackson appointed him judge of the United
States district court of Indiana, in which he served until his

death at Veraestau on March 28, 1842. He was an able Federal

judge, commanding the profound respect of the profession

and the people as an honorable man and just judge. Of him
Justice McLean said that "his mind was sound and discrim-

inating," and "of his legal research and acumen he has left

enduring evidence." He had no motive but to discharge his

duties uprightly—qualities of mind and heart inherited by the

son and practiced by him throughout a long and eventful career.

Thirty-one years of his eventful and useful life were devoted
to the public service, the exact period of time plus ten and
one-half m^onths that his son served in the Congress .of the

United States—records that are grandly remarkable and hon-
orable, as not a stain or even a suspicion can be found upon the

escutcheon of either.

From this somewhat brief historical account of the family,

presumably true and accurate in its recital of facts and details,

it will be observed that Jesse L. Holman, the father, was one

among the brave and adventurous spirits that led the van of our

aggressive and advancing civilization. He was among those

who braved the storms, encountered the dangers, and conquered

the difficulties incident to that early period.

He came to Indiana at a time when men of his brains, ability,

courage, and daring were much needed to meet the exigencies

of the new situation. He soon became the political and social

center and leader of the community, and blazed the way along

which his son easily followed. He was a man of affairs, a law-

yer by profession, and his neighbors and friends from far and

near eagerly sought his wise counsel and advice. It is said he

presided over the first bankrupt court held in the United States.

That was in 1842. That court was convened and held in the

Baptist Church of Aurora, and during its session was attended

by insolvent debtors from all over the Western country.
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Our late colleague Wii^IvIAM S. Hoi^man was thus brought

up in the political and legal atmosphere that surrounded the

father, and he very naturally chose and followed pohtics and

the law. He was educated at Krankhn College, in Indiana, and

read and studied law under the instructions of his father. He

early in life united with the Baptist Church, with which he

remained a faithful communicant until his death, and for many

years was a successful and popular teacher of the Sabbath

school. Uke many young men in the beginning of life, he

embarked in the profession of school-teaching, and for a few

years taught the pubhc school in his immediate neighborhood,

but the premature death of his father compelled him to abandon

some of his prearranged plans for a more thorough education.

Before he was yet 2 1 years of age he married a Miss Abigail

Knopp, a young lady of rare accomplishments.

He was admitted to the bar when he became of age, and in

the same year, 1843, he was elected probate judge of his county.

In 1849 he was chosen prosecuting attorney of his district, and

in 1850 he was elected a delegate from Dearborn County to the

constitutional convention, and took high rank as a wise, discreet,

and judicious counselor in that body. In 185 1 he was elected

to the lower house of the State legislature, the first elected under

the new constitution. Although one of the youngest members,

he was appointed chairman of the judiciary committee of the

house, at that time a committee of more than ordinary signifi-

cance and importance by reason of the many new, complicated,

and dehcate duties imposed upon it in framing new^ and altering

and changing old laws to conform to the requirements of the

new constitution—a marked distinction among the many emi-

nent men of that body.

In 1852 he was elected judge of the conunon pleas court of

his district, and in this capacity he fully met the delicate respon-
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sibilities of that position, and his able and upright administra-

tion of the ofhce paved the way to still higher honors. He
was first nominated for Congress in 1854, and was defeated at

the polls by the Hon. William Cumback, a prominent, able, and
distinguished Republican politician of his State. Two years
later he again became the candidate for nomination before the

Democratic convention, but was at this time defeated by his

competitor. Dr. Berry, of Frankhn County, who in turn was
defeated at the polls by his Republican opponent, Hon. John H.
Farquhar.

In 1858 he received the nomination of his party, and was
elected to the Thirty-sixth Congress from the Fourth district.

He was thereafter successively reelected to the Thirty-seventh,

Thirty-eight, and Fortieth Congresses from the same district.

In 1868, under the redistricting of the State which in the mean-
time had taken place, he was elected to the Forty-first Congress
from the Third district, and was reelected to the Forty-second
and Forty-third Congresses, in 1870 and 1872, from the same
district. In 1874, under another change brought about by redis-

tricting the State, he was elected to the Forty-fourth Congress
from the Fifth district. In 1876 and 1878 he was again chosen
as the candidate of his party, but was defeated at the polls by
his RepubHcan opponent, Hon. Thomas M. Browne, of Win-
chester. In these two latter contests Mr. H01.MAN was not only
confronted by a large Republican majority, but by one of the
most persuasive, able, and eloquent campaigners in the State.

In 1880 Mr. H01.MAN was again nominated, bore the colors of

his party to the front, and carried the election by a safe majority,
and was returned to the Forty-seventh Congress, and was there-

after successively reelected to the Forty-eighth, Forty-ninth,
Fiftieth, Fifty-first, Fifty-second, and Fifty-third Congresses.
In 1894, the year of general defeat and widespread disaster to

H. Doc. 321 2
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his party—for which he was in nowise responsible—he was

compelled to succumb to the resistless tide that swept the coun-

try, and was defeated at the polls by his Republican opponent,

the Hon. James E. Watson.

In 1896 Mr. H01.MAN, still remaining the popular idol that he

was of his party and losing none of his wonderful hold upon the

afTections and confidence of the people of his district, was again

and for the last time intrusted with its leadership, and had .

placed in his hands=the banner which he had so often carried to

triumph in past pohtical contests, and once more and for the last

time demonstrated his great popularity with the masses and

their abiding confidence in him. At the close of the struggle,

characterized by unusual and extraordinary zeal and energy by

his able and distinguished opponent, it was found that the
'

'

great

objector "—"watchdog of the Treasury," as he was familiarly

called throughout the country—was an easy victor by more than

800 majority.

Mr. H01.MAN as a member of Congress was ever active, atten-

tive, and devoted to his public duties. He entered the arena at

a time when great minds were occupying prominent and con-

spicuous places in the political firmament, and the public gaze

was fixed upon the shifting scenes that were rapidly approach-

ing the final conflict between the two great sections of our coun-

try. He introduced in the House on December 16, i860, the

resolutions condemning the doctrine of secession and declaring

it the duty of Congress and the Federal Government to maintain

the union of the States by the employment of all its powers.

He was an earnest and consistent advocate of this policy, and a

strong and stanch supporter of all measures of the Administra-

tion having in view the suppression of the rebellion and the

restoration of the Union.
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During his long and continued career in Congress Mr. Hoi.-

MAN served on the Committees on Claims, War Claims, Com-
merce, chairman of the Committee on Public Buildings and
Grounds, and was chairman and a most valuable member of

the Committee on Appropriations. He was a member of the
Select Committee on Government Contracts during the war, of

which the Hon. E. B. Washburne, of Ilhnois, was chairman,
which held sessions in all sections of the country; also of the
special committee to inquire into the causes of the decline of

our commerce, which Hkewise held sessions in the leading and
prominent cities of the country.

During the last session of the Forty-fourth Congress, while
Mr. H01.MAN was a member of the Appropriations Committee,
it is claimed by his friends and by persons in a position to judge
that the expenses of the Government for that year were reduced
more than |io,ooo,ooo lower than at any year prior thereto since

the war, without producing any deficiency. He was the author
and through his efforts mainly were passed many of the measures
touching the increase of pay and the bounties to Union soldiers.

He was always opposed to and fought the system of subsidies

from the public resources and by the Federal Government, either

in bonds, lands, or money, to foster and promote private enter-

prises. He viewed this as contrary to the genius of our institu-

tions and as dangerous and corrupting in legislation.

He was an earnest advocate of the homestead policy in refer-

ence to our pubHc domain, and was opposed to any other policy

or method of disposing of the public lands except as bounties to

the soldiers and sailors of the Union. He was always an invet-

erate foe to all kinds and forms of class legislation, jobs, and
combinations. He was a wholesome terror to those who sought
to secure the passage of a measure through Congress of doubtful
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propriety or questionable honesty, for they stood in constant

dread of the impending fate which never failed to overtake a

measure of this character with that formula of " I object."

In speaking upon the subject of the distinguishing charac-

teristics of our late colleague, the New York Sun, a leading

Democratic paper, in one of its issues of 1883, said of him—and

I quote the language as peculiarly appropriate upon this occa-

sion:

Take him all in 'all, WiIvWAM S. Holman, of Indiana, is

probably the best equipped legislator in Congress. In ability,

in experience, in close apphcation to the public business, m
knowledge of the laws and the operations of Government, and

in famiharity with parliamentary practice he has no superior.

He is an astute lawyer, and he served with general satisfaction

as a judge of the common pleas for six years when quite a young

man, before entering Congress, nearly a quarter of a century

ago. Uniting a sound judgment with a vigorous, clear, and

comprehensive mind, and large resources from study and long

training, Mr. Holman is always master of his subject in debate.

He does' not aspire to eloquence or to parade in speechmaking.

His qualities are eminently practical, and more valuable on that

account.

When Mr. Randall was first made Speaker, Mr. Holman suc-

ceeded him at the head of the Appropriations, and completed

most admirably the work with which he had been associated on

the committee. And he has consistently supported that policy

on every occasion, and with faithful votes, from that time to the

last day of the expired Robeson Congress. Foremost among

the opponents of monopoly, he has led the movements against

confirming grants of land to railroad corporations that have

failed to fulfill their contracts with the Government under the

terms prescribed by Congress.

No pubhc man has more energetically and usefully advocated

the genuine reform of abuses or economy in the public expendi-

tures than Mr. Holman. With a watchful eye over all appro-

priations, and a keen scent for jobbery and corruption in their



Address of Mr. Zenor of India?ia. 21

covered or sugar-coated forms, he has stood as guardian over
the people's Treasury when too many others yielded and failed.

Almost single-handed Mr. H01.MAN has combated the multitude
of fraudulent claims that came before Congress at every session.

Few of them escaped his notice, and his emphatic "I object"
has saved the people millions that would have been recklessly

voted but for that stern interposition.

The discharge of his duty has of course raised up enemies
against the man who had the courage to defy rings and to

expose jobbery without regard to person or to party. They
misrepresent his integrity as narrowness and prejudice, and
assail his acts without being able to question his motives. In
every proper sense W11.1.IAM S. H01.MAN is a type of high and
honorable American character, and his fellow-citizens may well
be proud of him. He is worthy of any public trust and com-
petent to fill the greatest.

Mr. Speaker, this is a tribute rarely paid by a great political

organ of the East to a Western man of either political party,

except he has, by virtue of commanding qualities, deserved the

comphment; and in this instance I do not hesitate to affirm

that what is here said by the author of the article referred to,

though from a poHtical organ friendly to his political views,

is but a fair and impartial reflex of the sentiment with which

he was universally regarded by men of all political parties and

of all shades of political faith. The high opinion entertained

and esteem in which he was held by his political opponents,

who were in a position to best judge, might be still further

illustrated by quoting an extract from a private letter written

by one of his distinguished political opponents, but a warm
personal friend, as it may be fairly assumed, the Hon. E. B.

Washburne.

At the date of the letter the writer and Mr. Hoi^man were

members of the same committee, and had long served as col-

leagues and members of this House, and had come to know-
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each other intimately and well. Mr. Washburne, in writing

this letter to his friend Mr. Woodman, of Cambridge, Mass.,

of date April 20, 1874, after a somewhat severe and caustic

arraignment of his political adversary—the Democratic party

—

referring to Mr. H01.MAN, said:

There are some honest, true men among them [the Demo-

crats] ,
and to such I give the right hand of friendship. There

is HoivMAN, of Indiana—able, true, patriotic, and as honest a

man as ever lived. Though a Democrat, I would intrust him

with the highest and most responsible position. Such a man

I honor.

While thus unable to divest his mind or free his thoughts of

that partisan animus that so often imparts to our words bitter-

ness of expression, yet in the fullness of his knowledge of the

motives and of the unquestioned integrity of his action, Mr.

Washburne was constrained as if by some sort of moral coercion

to pay to his friend the well-deserved compliment he did, uncon-

scious at the time that it would ever reach the ear of him of

whom it was spoken.

In his return to this House as a member of the Fifty-fifth

Congress Mr. Holman, though maintaining well his naturally

cheerful disposition, with a pleasant greeting to all, especially

to his older associates and former colleagues, yet, as was well

known and understood by his more intimate friends, he was

under the shadow of a great grief. I^ess than a year prior to

his death his life companion, to whom he was tenderly and

affectionately devoted, was suddenly stricken down by his side.

From this time to its close his life seemed bereft of its former

sunshine and happiness.

Mrs. Holman' s death inflicted a blow from which her hus-

band never recovered. This was a trial too severe to be en-

dured without visible traces of its terrible strain. Although

yet a strong and vigorous man for one of his age, with mental
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faculties keen, clear, and active, apparently without evidence of

degeneration, yet to those of his family and more intimate

friends it was painfully noticeable that the weight of this provi-

dential affliction was manifestly telling upon him, and he con-

stantly brooded over his great bereavement.

Mr. Speaker, representing a people closely associated with

his constituents, identified in interest, who intelligently appre-

ciate his public services, and throughout his long and faithful

career honored and trusted him, I have thus felt constrained by

a sense of public duty to join with others of this House in offer-

ing an humble tribute of respect and admiration to the memory

of our deceased friend; to give some feeble expression of the

deep sense of loss sustained by the death of Judge Holman,
felt not only by the people of Indiana—more keenly felt there,

of course, than elsewhere—but felt and realized throughout the

entire country.

It has been said that we best honor the dead and most benefit

the living when we form a just, true, and faithful estimate of

their characters and lives, and accept and apply the instructive

lessons which they teach. If, in recognition of this sentiment,

we have or shall be able to sketch a few of the more prominent

leading features of the important historical events of his Hfe,

and point out some of the chief elements of his character that

have secured for Judge H01.MAN so much of popular favor and

public confidence, we will have placed upon the record and

among the archives of his country an illustration of a splendid

career, full of inspiration and encouragement to those who sur-

vive him.

He lived during a period embracing important and critical

events, and he acted well his part in every station. An accu-

rate portrayal of his hfe's history and public career would be

a faithful epitome of the chief and commanding events in the
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annals of his country for more than a quarter of a century. As

a citizen he was broad, generous, and benevolent; as a lawyer

he was true, able, and fearless, always dignified and respectful,

and proverbially kind and courteous to the younger members of

the bar; and as a political debater his skill, tact, and powers

were seldom equaled and rarely, if ever, surpassed. The sub-

jects of discussion in which he participated were of wide range,

embracing all the leading questions and political policies promi-

nent during the period of his public service.

He was a devoted student of the different forms and systems

of government of the various civilized nations of the world, and

always maintained a steady and loyal adherence to those max-

ims of government laid down by Jefferson and illustrated by

that line of statesmen who beheved in the principles and theory

taught by this great founder of his party. His views on the

character of our institutions, the limitations and restrictions im-

posed by the Constitution, the sovereignty of the people, and

the independence of the coordinate departments of the Govern-

ment were frequently and unreservedly expressed with great

candor, clearness, and force. He was a man of strong common

sense and practical ideas, never carried away with the passions

of the hour nor deluded with visionary theories or speculative

projects.

His views and opinions were always the result of a careful

and painstaking study and close anasysis of all the details and

minutise of the subject or question presented, and when once

formed he was able to bring to their support the very best

thought and reason of the most eminent statesmen and econo-

mists of the country. His resources in debate, his faciUties for

recurring to the traditions and practice of the Government, were

marvelous, and supplied him with ready data so essential in

public discussion.
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He never betrayed a trust or violated a confidence reposed in

him by the people, and was ever the friend and advocate of all

the great reform measures and policies that have elevated, dig-

nified, and purified the public service and added to the grandeur

and glory of the Republic. He labored and toiled with patriotic

zeal at all times for what he honestly regarded and believed was

to the good of the people and the welfare of his country. No
man ever possessed more of the confidence and affection of his

constituents nor enjoyed a larger share of the confidence and

esteem of the country than did Wiwam S. Hoi^man. Through-

out his-whole eventful career, even in the most trying ordeals,

in the bitterness of the fiercest political conflicts, no stain, no

calumny, no breath of suspicion ever assailed his integrity or

shrouded his name, honor, or fame.

Mr. Speaker, great gifts are said to be the necessary predi-

cates or conditions of great character, but it does not follow

that the latter is the necessary sequence of the former. Indeed,

there is no essential connection between the two. While the

existence of great character is almost, if not quite, conclusive

evidence of great natural endowments, yet great natural gifts

may exist in a conspicuous degree while character may be lack-

ing. One is the favored gift of nature; the other the architec-

ture of man. Man himself, by his application, study, thought,

and action, molds and creates character.

Mr. HoivMAN was a student, a man of extensive reading, of

broad and liberal culture. He was endowed by nature with

superior quahties of mind and memory; and these, supplemented

by an exceptionally well-poised, sound, clear, and discriminating

judgment, made him the superior man that he was. His habits

of industry and capacity for mental labor were the envy of all

who knew him. His ambition, however, was not to be satisfied

nor his restless mind put at ease with the acquisition of such
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knowledge as made him the accompHshed scholar, lawyer, and

statesman that he was; but, freed from the engrossing cares of

public duties, he studiously employed his leisure moments in

mastering some of the most classical productions in the realm of

literature and was a great lover of art.

He exhibited, I am told, a most surprising familiarity with

the writings of certain favorite poets, and took great delight at

spare moments in discussing the merits and demerits of the dif-

ferent authors. His knowledge of books and authors was some-

what phenomenal for one whose public duties were so exacting.

It was not infrequently his custon, when opportunity was

favorable, to gather about him some congenial company in social

intercourse, and upon these occasions would often entertain and

edify his audience for hours at a time with ready quotations

from some favorite author, making these excursive episodes in

his life rare treats to his friends— " a feast of reason and flow

of soul." I merely cite this, Mr. Speaker, as an illustration of

the varied accomplishments, the busy hfe, the cultured graces

of mind of the man to whose memory we to-day do honor.

Mr. Speaker, in the turmoil of business here, amid party con-

tention, strife, and passion, the higher, nobler qualities of our

associates are too often dwarfed or overlooked. Only when

death invades our Chamber are our minds brought to serious

meditation. Then only do we fully realize the commanding

traits of character and inner virtues of those whose death sus-

pends public business and arrests our deliberations.

It is written that it is appointed unto all men to die, and

there is a deep, strong, unceasing current sweeping along down

the uncertain and precipitous pathway of life into the dark val-

ley of the shadow of death which, like the solemn and mournful

dirge of the funeral bell, perpetually reminds us of mortahty.

Day by day and hour after hour we are called upon to witness
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in our presence the operation and fulfillment of this inexorable

decree of the great Author of our being.

It is the fixed and unalterable law of our existence. Since

the beginning of the present session of Congress, though but a

comparatively short time, indeed, we have been startled by the

sad news of the sudden death of three of its members, our

friends and colleagues; yet so silent, sullen, and noiseless is the

unbroken march of the moving columns that we who are in

health and strength scarcely pay heed to the solemn warning,

and continue to live and move as though we were immortal and

would escape a like fate.

As has been said, only when the fateful stroke comes near,

strikes with mortal blow some one of the inner circle, or tears

from popular affection and from his country's service some faith-

ful public servant, are we stirred from our lethargy into a real-

izing consciousness of our mortality; and then too often after

the fright suffer a relapse, and soon, alas, too soon, forget the

warning lesson taught. But fright and fear, though not the

highest or most conventional standards of moral agencies, may
nevertheless wield a wholesome influence in forewarning and

adding speed to flight. But there is no escape from the relent-

less hand of death. None from omnipresence. Only one refuge,

one safe retreat, one hope, to dispel the shadows of this and

illumine the prospect of the great hereafter.

Mr. Speaker, in coming to the closing scene and reflecting

upon the calm resignation with which our friend met the supreme,

the final, crucial test, I am admonished that if we shall hope to

meet that same great crucial test, sooner or later to come to us

all, with a like spirit of moral courage, we would do well to imi-

tate his virtues, his faith, and aspire to emulate his noble exam-

ple and great character. Conscious of the approaching hour, he

serenely and patiently awaited the end. Calling his children,
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his sons and daughters, around him, with a fatherly and trust-

ing faith, he imparted to them his dying request concerning the

consignment of his remains to the tomb.

He was averse to any ostentatious display or tedious ceremony,

but directed that all should be conducted in harmony with those

plain and simple forms that had characterized his mode and man-

ner of life. Not a complaint, not a murmur was heard to escape

his lips; but radiant with hope, his great soul, longing to be free

from the fetters of earth, seemed to gently breathe out to those

about him that beautiful and touching sentiment which is said

to have been so oft repeated by him when philosophizing on the

end of all things earthly:

So live, that when thy summons comes to join

The innumerable caravan which moves

To that mysterious realm where each shall take

His chamber in the silent halls of death,

Thou go not, like the quarry-slave at night,

Scourged to his dungeon, but sustained and soothed

By an unfaltering trust, approach thy grave

Like one that wraps the drapery of his couch

About him, and lies down to pleasant dreams.

The day for the last sad rites finally came. The funeral train

bearing the remains, upon its arrival at his home, was met by

thousands of the citizens of the city of Aurora and surrounding

country—his former friends, neighbors, and constituents. It

was Sunday, April 25, 1897. As the remains were borne along

the streets to the old church edifice, so famiUar to him in life,

the eye was everywhere met with countless emblems typical

of the universal sorrow which shrouded the city. Men, women,

and children, young and old alike, as if moved by one common

grief, had gathered to pay the last sad tribute of respect to the

memory of their dead.

All sexes, ages, conditions, and occupations mingled in sad-

ness around the sacred shrine in the old church temple where
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the body lay in state, there to view for the last time the form

and face of him so familiar in life but who had now passed into

history as an honest, upright man, distinguished citizen, an

eminent statesman, incorruptible in life. This melancholy

spectacle closed, as was most fitting, within the portals of that

temple, consecrated by the hallowed memories and happy asso-

ciations of more than three-quarters of a century—Veraestau

—

where but a few months before the now dead father and hus-

band had with indescribable anguish witnessed the death of

Mrs. Holman, and where for one brief hour his body might

quietly rest while the final funeral service was performed.

Mr. Speaker, he has taken his chamber in the silent halls of

death, in the bosom of his own native State, which he so much

loved and honored and so well served, near by the new-made

grave of his beloved companion, there to find perpetual repose

till awakened and brought forth to newness of life. How
beautiful, indeed, is life's autumn sunset, amid its crimson

glow, whose golden light gently lingers until the curtain

which veils our mortal vision, touched by the invisible, is

softly lifted and the radiant dawn of eternal day appears.
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ADDRESS OF Mr, Henderson.

Mr. Henderson. Judge Holman will be accorded a place

in history by all parties as a great legislator. Anyone falling

short in thus giving credit falls short in doing himself justice.

My chief thought of Judge Holman, as I recall him after

long years of association with him, is that he represented, in

an eminent degree, simplicity associated with greatness, or I

might say simphcity in public hfe. We do not have enough

of this in public office. Too frequently a man who finds him-

self elevated to position by his fellow-beings straightens himself

out and thinks to himself, "Why, I am a great man; it is true

I had not fully realized it before, but now I know it;" and

accordingly he assumes a dignity of manner, an unapproach-

ableness, as though God intended that he should occupy some

pinnacle so high that the mass of his fellow-beings can not get

quite close to him.

Judge HoivMAN represents anything but that character. He

was approachable; and that is one of the keys to his power.

He could get so near to his fellow-men that he could hear the

heart beats of the people; and the tunes of their daily hfe pro-

duced for him a melody that made his own hfe full of sweet,

simple rhythm.

I have often been attracted by that same peculiarity in the

'
' great commoner '

' of our country , Abraham Lincoln. Having

on one occasion a stagecoach all to himself, he left the coach

and got up to ride with the driver, in order that he might talk

to a human being. Around this Capitol I have often seen
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Judge H01.MAN approached by men in simple garb to ask a

question, after they had allowed member after member to pass

by without daring to stop them.

The old Judge, chewing his tobacco and bowing his head,

would listen to the man's inquiry and tell him pleasantly what

he wanted to know. I always liked him for that. How often

has a boy in a strange town—I am speaking of the boys of

the humble people who were not
'

' born to greatness '
'—wanted

to know some place or some person to go to in the town, and,

standing on the sidewalk, has looked at the passing faces,

allowing the
'

' great
'

' people to pass and watching for someone

that he could modestly and safely approach to ask a question.

Most of you have seen such a sight. And when such a simple

country lad has stopped someone and asked him his question

he thereby paid a great tribute to the person whom he accosted.

Judge HolmAN represents, as I have said, in an eminent

degree simphcity in public life. I honor him for that as much
as for anything I can think of. The gentleman who has pre-

ceded me [Mr. Zenor] has with industry and care given to his-

tory the great features of Judge Hodman's life. I but pay a

passing tribute to the one striking characteristic which has

impressed me. It was an element of his power. As the gen-

tleman from Indiana has said, it was from his popularity with

the masses that Judge H01.MAN derived his power. He drew

his inspiration from the common people. And standing to-day

in the vshadow of his tomb, we will all do well to remember that

plain, simple, rugged, strong, great man who for the humblest

laborer around this Capitol had always a
'

' Good morning, good

morning," simply and pleasantly spoken—a man who would

ask his chew of tobacco from the humblest railroad worker.

Some say he was a demagogue. I do not believe it. I size him
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up from the standard of close examination for years in his asso-

ciation with and treatment of his fellow-men.

He is gone. We shall miss his rugged form; we shall miss his

friendly greeting. Aye, brother lawmakers, we shall miss his

rehable objection. But one thing we will not any of us forget,

and we will give him credit for it—that we have lost from our

number a man who formed a strong part, reliable and valuable

to his countrymen, of the great, earnest lawmakers of this body.



Address of Mr. Cummings of New York,

Address of Mr, Cummings,

Mr. Cummings. Mr. Speaker, he was the last of an old

regime. It served nearly continuously in the House of Rep-

resentatives for over thirty years. It included such men as

William D. Kelley, Charles O'Neill, Samuel J. Randall, and

Samuel S. Cox. Judge Hoi^man preceded Kelley, O'Neill,

and Randall in the House, and survived them all. Others of

the same regime, Justin S. Morrill, Henry L. Dawes, John
Sherman, and James 1^. Pugh, found their way to the United-

States Senate. Those who remained in the House won full as

much fame, and were even more conspicuous in the eyes of the

nation.

It was a new generation of statesmen, succeeding that immor-
tal group of which Daniel Webster, Henry Clay, Thomas H.
Benton, John C. Calhoun, and Stephen A. Douglas were such

prominent figures. The new generation was remarkable for its

industry, perseverance, and brilliancy. Each in his career in

the House cHmbed the ladder of fame by arduous service on its

most important committees. While all were devoted to the

interests of the districts which they represented, each was wide

awake to the welfare of the nation, and all were united in its

defense when its life was threatened. None was as industrious,

as untiring, as painstaking, and as watchful as W11.1.IAM S.

H01.MAN.

When he entered the House in 1859, Alabama was repre-

sented by such brainy men as W. R. W. Cobb, Jabez ly. M.
Curry, George S. Houston, and James 1^. Pugh. The leading

Representative from Arkansas was Thomas ly. Hindman, after-

wards a Confederate general. Joseph S. Lane, afterwards a
H. Doc. 321 3
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Democratic candidate for Vice-President, was a Delegate from

the Territory of Oregon. Isaac I. Stevens was there as a Dele-

gate from the Territory of Washington. Four years later he

was killed at Chantilly with Gen. Phil Kearny. The leading

Representative from Connecticut was Orris S. Ferry, afterwards

a United States Senator. Georgia had among her Congress-

men the fiery Martin J. Crawford, Lucius J. Gartrell, and Joshua

Hill, whose Union sentiment forever endeared him to the

American people.

Illinois was in the van under the leadership of John F. Farns-

worth, Owen Lovejoy, Elihu B. Washburne, John A. Logan,

John A. McClernand, and Isaac N. Morris. Logan and Mc-

Clernand became renowned Union generals. The most con-

spicuous Representative from Kentucky was Robert Mallory.

Maine's only Representative of renown was Israel Washburn,

afterwards governor of the State. Maryland shone like a meteor

in the person of Henry Winter Davis. The old Bay State, as

usual, was represented by a delegation brilliant in intellect and

ability. In it were Charles Francis Adams, Anson Burlingame,

Henry L. Dawes, Alexander H. Rice, Eh Thayer, and John B.

Alley. The great man from Michigan was William A. Howard.

Wilham Windom, elegant and suave, led the Minnesota delega-

tion. Mississippi sparkled hke a diamond with such men as

William Barksdale, L. Q. C. Lamar, and Otho R. Singleton.

The brightest intellect from Missouri was Gen. Frank P. Blair,

as true as steel to every manly impulse. Oilman Marston and

Mason W. Tappan represented the Granite State. New Jersey

was honored in Governor Wilham Pennington, elected to the

Speakership after a long and arduous struggle. New York shone

hke a star of the first magnitude. Among her Representatives

were Horace F. Clark, John Cochrane, Roscoe Conkling, Reuben

E. Fenton, who was always a warm personal friend of Judge
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H01.MAN; John B. Haskin, Daniel B- Sickles, Francis E. Spin-

ner, and Charles H. Van Wyck. Three of these, Cochrane,

Sickles, and Van Wyck, were afterwards gallant soldiers in the

Union Army. General Sickles lost his leg at Gettysburg, and

General Van Wyck afterwards served two terms in the United

States Senate.

Judge HoIvMAn's own State sent a delegation of extraordi-

nary power, including Schuyler Colfax, John G. Davis, WilHam.

M. Dunn, William H. Bnghsh, David Kilgore, William B. Nib-

lack, John U. Pettit, and Albert G. Porter. There were three

conspicuous figures from North Carolina—Bucius O. B. Branch,

John A. Gilmer, and Zebulon B. Vance. Ohio was represented

by men who achieved immortal fame. Among them were

Thomas Corwin, the wagon boy of the West; Sunset Cox,

George H. Pendleton, John Sherman, and Clement B. Vallan-

digham. Pennsylvania has never since then been represented

more brilliantly. Among her Congressmen were John Covode,

Thomas B. Florence, Galusha A. Grow, John Hickman, Bdward

McPherson, WilHam Montgomery, Bdwin Joy Morris, and, last

and greatest of all, Thaddeus Stevens. The South Carolina

delegation was the pink of the Southern chivalry. Its leading

representatives were Bawrence M. Keitt, Milledge B. Bonham,

W. Porcher Miles, John McQueen, and William W. Boyce.

The leading representatives from Tennessee in point of ability

were Bmerson Btheridge and Horace Maynard. Texas had

only two Representatives. Both proved themselves men of

renown. One was Andrew J. Hamilton, a strong Union man,

and the other John H. Reagan, afterwards the Confederate

Postmaster-General, and since then a United States Senator.

Vermont was honored in the person of Justin S. Morrill, older

than Gladstone to-day, and still in harness. The Old Dominion

came to the front with Thomas S. Bocock, Alexander R.
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Boteler, Slierrard Clemens, John S. Millson, Roger A. Pryor,

now a judge of the supreme court m New York, and Extra

Billy Smith. Muscular John F. Potter and Cadwallader C.

Washburn spoke for Wisconsin at every opportunity.

These were the men with whom Wilwam S. HoIvMAN was to

cope. It was among them and their compeers that he was to

win his reputation. His very first speech in the House was a

protest against an appropriation for a navy-yard. The economic

streak in his character was ingrained. It apparently frequently

asserted itself independent of the man and against his convic-

tions. He began his career in the Thirty-sixth Congress, but it

was not until the short session of the Forty-fourth Congress that

he first became chairman of the Committee on Appropriations.

His friends claim that in that time he reduced the expenses of

the Government $10,000,000, with no deficiencies to be made

up thereafter. It was at this time that he became generally

known as the "Watchdog of the Treasury." His economic

tendencies endeared him to the hearts of the farmers, but incensed

prominent politicians who might have placed him upon the road

to the Presidency.

Judge HoivMAN has been called penurious and cheeseparing in

legislation; but no one has ever accused him of being disloyal.

He supported all the war measures of Mr. I^incoln's Administra-

tion and all the appropriations made for the conduct of the war.

He was ever an advocate of liberal pensions for the Union sol-

dier. He earnestly supported the homestead policy, and was

opposed to any other method of disposing of the public lands

except as bounties to the soldiers of the Union Army. He was

always a strong opponent of the subsidy system, either in bonds,

lands, or money, to promote private enterprise. At one time, by

his earnest efforts in the House, he broke down temporarily the

entire system of subsidies. Well might he be termed
'

'
the great
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commoner of commoners." In politics he was a Democrat, but

beyond this he was democratic in tastes and tendencies. He
beHeved in a universal democracy among men, with special

privileges to none. He was a living landmark in legislation.

Unyielding in his convictions, he represented the rugged honesty

of the American people.

There was a softer shade in his character known to but few.

He was generous in disposition, and gave freely to the needy and

the suffering. Aside from this, he had a love for arboriculture

as well as agriculture. I find in an old newspaper the following

report of a conversation with William R. Smith, superintendent

of the Botanic Garden:

There is another botanist

—

Said Mr. Smith

—

and a very warm-hearted disciple. I know his name will sur-

prise you. It is Mr. HoIvMAn, of Indiana. Now, who in the

world would ever pick him out for a lover of flowers? As a

pubhc man, his reputation rests on a close scrutiny of the funds,

a sort of watchdog of the Treasury, hated by people who want
to run their arms into the pubhc crib, and generally looked

upon as a man with narrow and niggardly instincts. It seems a

strange contradiction in terms that such a character should be

a friend of the flowers, but he certainly is. No one has been in

Congress since I can remember, and that is a long time, with a

more devoted and intelligent love for the garden. He is a very

frequent visitor, and you can see from his conversation that he
watches every new phase of the science as closely as he does

the money bags of the nation. It seems to be a mental exhil-

aration for him to commune with these curious plants from all

over the world, and study patiently into their secrets and hid-

den life. He is quite as familiar with the botanic names and
the habits of the plants and flowers as most professional bota^

nists. He just picked it up as a recreation, and his spare time

is nearly all devoted to it.
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While making no pretensions to eloquence, Judge H01.MAN

bristled with facts, and he knew how to state them, and with a

homehness that made them all the more effective. He could

group them inimitably and array them in a phalanx almost

irresistible.

Mr. Speaker, WilIvIAm S. HoIvMAN was a true friend of the

masses. By the masses will he be missed and mourned. He

guarded well their inheritance in this Government, protesting

and always voting .against the insidious schemes of legislation

that robbed them for the benefit of the classes. He has many

imitators, but no successors.
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Address of Mr, Sayers.

Mr. Saykrs. Mr. Speaker, in the death of Judge Hoi^man

this House has lost one of its ablest, oldest, and most useful

members.

His first term began on the 4th day of March, 1859, and,

with the exception of the Thirty-ninth, Forty-fifth, Forty-

sixth, and Fifty-fourth Congresses, he has since held a seat

in this Chamber.

His prominence began almost at the very threshold of his

Congressional career, and was easily maintained to the end.

Advancing age did not impair his efforts for the betterment

of the public service, nor did it cause him to relax his energy

in the performance of whatever duty he undertook. In truth,

it was not until the present session that he appeared to be

getting old and that his remarkable physical vitality was seen

to be declining.

The vigor of his mind, however, preserved itself until the

very day when his last illness began; his recollection of inci-

dents and events, recent and remote, continued strong and

responsive; and his ability to maintain consecutive thought

in logical and unbroken expression seemed unimpaired.

We knew him to be old in years, but in years only. As

respects intellectual force, he was, when in this House but a

few days before his death, a strong and vigorous man. In

this he was fortunate, for nothing is more painful or depress-

ing than to witness the mental strength of a friend and an

associate gradually weakening until it reaches the melancholy

state of imbecility—a shadow of its former self—the light of

intelligence growing dimmer day by day until it expires, as
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does the taper, in a feeble, fitful, spasmodic effort to recover

its exhausted brilliancy.

He was also fortunate in that he died with his harness on—

a

member of this body when the hour of dissolution struck its

note; in that he and his constituency, whom he had so long,

so ably, and so faithfully served, were in close relationship,

and the tie which had been temporarily broken through the

vicissitudes of political life had again been renewed. And

he was still more fortunate in the fact, cheerfully and freely

acknowledged by all, that his reputation as a Representative

and his integrity as a man were absolutely without stain or

blemish.

He had passed through every form of temptation with gar-

ments unscorched. He had labored for many years amidst the

grossest forms of political debauchery, yet his honor was to the

very last preserved in full and complete integrity.

W11.1.1AM S. H01.MAN was of the true metal, in which there

was no alloy of greed. He was neither a bribe taker nor a

bribe giver. He did not care to grow wealthy while in office,

either by proper or improper means. His constant desire was

to avoid even the appearance of evil. His opportunities for the

acquisition of wealth were many; but, to his exceeding great

honor be it said, such opportunities were not used. His integ-

rity was steadfast. His honesty was proof against corruption

in every form; and, like his great leader upon the Appropria-

tions Committee of this House, he died poor. They—Samuel

J. Randall and WiIvI.iam S. H01.MAN—were two public men who

could afford to die whenever the hour should come. There

was nothing in their public careers to be explained or con-

doned. It is fit that neither should be mentioned without the

other. They were twain in a great work in this House, and
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the committee of which both were chairmen was adorned and

distinguished by the abihty, the industry, and the integrity

that characterized their leadership.

With the exception of the distinguished Pennsylvanian—ex-

Speaker Grow—Judge HoIvMAn was the only member of this

House who sat in the Thirty-sixth Congress. It is much to be

regretted that he has not left a memoir of his life and services.

It would have been a treasure, rich and interesting indeed, that

would have put upon clear and enduring record the characters

and labors of many of the ablest men of his time, and would

have thrown a flood of light upon many incidents in the most

memorable epoch of the Republic that are now somewhat ob-

scure and imperfectly understood. But of this we are deprived;

and he who would write of Judge HoIvMAn must patiently

delve and toil among the records and published documents of

Congress to realize the full value of his services. In them will

be found much to be approved, httle to be criticised or con-

demned.

A proper review of his hfe and services would comprise vol-

umes. Entering Congessional life at the time of great popular

excitement, he became familiar with all the prominent statesmen

who held seats in either branch of Congress, or were charged

with administrative duties. He was entirely conversant with

every important event, mihtary and civil, that marked the his-

tory of Mr. Buchanan's, Mr. Uncoln's, Mr. Johnson's, and sub-

sequent Administrations; and no man living at the time of his

death was to a greater extent the depository of reminiscences,

interesting, rich, and valuable.

One error, however, seems to have entered into the public

estimate of the character of Judge Hoi^man's labors. Having
acquired the sobriquet of "The Great Objector," it is generally
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supposed, that his entire work was limited to vigilant watchful-

ness over public expenditures. Not so, however. His handi-

work is plainly to be seen in much of the legislation of Congress

upon other and important subjects. During his career he was a

member of the Committees on Claims, Commerce, Civil Service

Reorganization, War Claims, Appropriations, Government Con-

tracts During the Late War, Public Buildings and Grounds, Im-

provement of the Mississippi River, Shipbuilding, Public Lands,

the Census, the New Library Building, and Indian Affairs, of

the more important of which he served as chairman. The work

of these committees covered the entire country and embraced

almost every operation of the Federal Government.

It is not saying too much of Judge Hoi^man, to those who

knew him personally and were long associated . with him as

colaborers, that he made himself entirely familiar with the work

of every committee with which he was connected, either as a

member or as chairman. Nothing of importance escaped his

attention. He was not content to rely exclusively upon his

colleagues, but investigated for himself. This habit of industry,

watchfulness, and research, coupled with his well-known ability,

enabled him to survey the entire field of governmental administra-

tion and to acquire a fund of information such as few—very few,

besides himself—possessed. Upon many subjects he became

the oracle of the House, and members became accustomed to

rely upon him rather than upon their own industry and in-

vestigation to guide them in the proper course. In the de-

bates in which he participated he was courteous and forbearing,

and at no time did he permit himself to become harsh and per-

sonal, except under great and unnecessary provocation.

Summing up the character of Judge Holman, his biographer

would pronounce him to have been a UvSeful Representative,

paiastaking and laborious—mastering details as well as prin-
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ciples; clear, forcible, and logical, but seldom eloquent; well-

balanced in mind and sound in judgment; honest and faithful

in the discharge of every public duty; a man eminently worthy

a seat in this Chamber; and that of him, dead, it might fitly be

said:

Now is the stately column broke,

The beacon light is quenched in smoke;

The trumpet's silver voice is still

—

The warder silent on the hill.
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Address of Mr. De Armond.

Mr. De: Armond. Mr. Speaker, we are apt to exaggerate in

praise and in censure. Lightly we attribute to those whom we

esteem great quahties which they do not really possess, while

we deny to those to whom we are indifferent pecuHar excel-

lences which are theirs. This is due, probably, to a natural

tendency of the hui;nan mind to round out and perfect things

of their several kinds, in its own way. Naturally, the person

who to us reaches greatness in our sight is clothed by us in

our thoughts with all or most of the attributes of greatness of

which we have knowledge. The multitude whom we meet and

pass by thoughtlessly are dismissed as possessing none but the

ordinary elements of character, when not a few of them have

in the rough very superior and very rare quahties. There is a

disposition also to exaggerate in praising and commending

those to whom we are attached, with whom we are associated,

for whom we have affection. There is an inchnation, too, to

beUttle those who are adverse to us, those who stand in our

way.

In considering a character such as Judge Holman well may

we allow affection to lay aside its partiality, and enmity itself

(if there were enmity) may cease; for partiality can scarcely

exalt him beyond his merit, and jealousy, envy, enmity could

not pull him down.

That which distinguished Judge H01.MAN above other men,

and marked him as one of the most useful legislators of his day,

one of the great men of his generation, was his simplicity, his

nearness to the people, his devotion to them, at all times and

under all circumstances, according to his conceptions of what

was right and just; and his efficiency in serving them.
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He will stand in the legislative history of our country as the

one man, preeminent over other men, who, throughout all his

political and legislative career, realized and tried to impress

upon others the important fact, that there is a constant pres-

sure toward extravagance in public expenditures; that there

are always many, some consciously and some unconsciously, to

advocate useless and hurtful appropriations; while there are

ever but few who unselfishly, steadily, and resolutely resist

them.

He was preeminently the champion of economy in expend-

itures, of simplicity in the conduct of the Government, of keep-

ing the institutions of this country close to the model of the

fathers, close to the interests of the people. This rare trait of

his character, this bright mark of his distinguished service,

might be commented upon, here and abroad in the country

profitably, now and through the future.

There can not be a doubt—all history so admonishes us, all

observation must satisfy us—that there is ever a growing tend-

ency to get away from the simplicity of early and sturdy times;

to make appropriations that are useless, appropriations even that

are vicious; to impose taxes that ought to be avoided; to take

from the many what they can not spare; to give to the few what

they do not need. The greatest service, perhaps the most diffi-

cult service, that can be rendered by a public servant is to watch

closely over the expenditure of the people's money; to guard

carefully against the imposition of unjust or unnecessary bur-

dens upon those whom he represents, and should defend.

This is not a time nor an occasion to go into a general dis-

cussion of appearances and prospects with respect to our coun-

try and our Government. It is history, however— history that

we have read and ought to observe; history the moral of which

we can not escape whether we would or not—that all free
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governments that have arisen and flourished and fallen have

gone down through wastefulness and extravagance and disre-

gard of the rights and the interests of the people.

This sturd}^ old statesman from Indiana, with a longer legis-

lative career than has been awarded to any other man in the

histor}^ of the country, from the hour when he began his pub-

lic hfe until the hour when last he appeared upon this floor,

kept always in view the great importance of holding this Gov-

ernment as near as possible to simplicity and economy, because

they constitute the bulwark of liberty and equahty. Simplicity

and economy are essentially representative of the people, of the

masses. Whatever departs from simplicity and economy bor-

rows from and patterns after something aUen and hostile to

free government.

There are ahvays, in all governments and everywhere,

mighty agencies, sustained by great intellects and by money

and its influence, to promote personal and special interests;

but the greatest of all interests, the interests of the masses

scattered abroad throughout the country, of the poor and the

struggling, though they find, theoretically, many representa-

tives, practically, in the daily turmoil of life, have but few

champions who are wise, true, steadfast, patient, and coura-

geous. This man was one of the few, and one of the greatest

among the few.

Devotion to economy in the administration of public affairs

seemed to be an instinct—perhaps it would be better to say

an inspiration—with this veteran statesman from Indiana. It

seemed that almost unconsciously, without volition of his own,

whenever the question whether the people's money should be

expended or how it should be expended arose, he, as one of the

representatives of the people, did what he could, by inquiry,

\
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by objection, by opposition, by obstruction, by any legitimate

means available, to prevent a dollar from going where tax

money ought not to go, or going in excess of what was

reasonably necessary.

He knew well, and lived and w^orked upon the level of the

knowledge, that waste in appropriations means unjust taxation;

and the two combined, the loss of liberty and the destruction of

free government. No wonder that the dead statesman will be

missed, sadly missed, in this Hall and in this country. For

though there are in this body now and at all times men
of great ability and great attainments—men capable of great

things—somehow there are but few whose lives are devoted

to the general welfare so completely as to cause their w^hole

legislative careers to run steadily toward economy, and never

toward extravagance.

If our Government shall escape the fate of other free govern-

ments which preceded it, if this effort at government by the

people, the greatest and grandest ever made upon this earth,

shall succeed permanently, we must heed the teachings of his-

tory; must be true to the masses; must make and continue this

Government veritably a government of the people, by the peo-

ple, for the people. We ought to recollect—and the venerable

statesman whose memory we would honor never forgot—that

those most needing representation, those whose interests most

deserve conservation and preservation, are the least powerful

and least frequently heard.

The common people, busy in their own avocations, following

their own several pursuits, with cares enough in bearing the

various burdens that are imposed daily upon them, are not the

ones who most exert power and influence here. If they are

cared for properly, if their interests are represented properly,
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if their Governmeut is conducted properly, it must be and can

be only because their representatives are thoughtful and mind-

ful of them; not so much for what is to be made out of it,

not so much because of any reserve power that they have to

build up or to tear down; but because it is their right; and

because the perpetuity and the usefulness of the Government,

and the political regeneration of the race, depend upon the

recognition, always and everywhere in these United States, of

the fundamental rights of the people.

The hfe of this man, so lately departed from us, is a useful

example, an essentially glorious example, of wdiat it is possible

for one man to accomplish. For years and years, by his works,

he was known as the
'

' Watchdog of the Treasury '

'
and the

'
' Great Objector ' '—endearing pet names indicating his devotion

to popular rights and his steadfastness in their defense.

It w^as not because he always entertained the right view, or

always interposed objections where they ought to be, that he

became the idol of the poor and the lowly; that need not be

said, because of no one can that be true. But that he was ani-

mated always with a conscientious determination to look after,

serve, and protect the great public, may be said truthfully; and

its truthful utterance is as high a tribute to him as can be paid

to mortal man, in legislative life.

Who shall take his place? I do not know who can. I do not

know that the coming years will bring the equal of this grand

old man, in courage, persistency, and steadfastness in the pursuit

of his one object—the greatest good to the greatest number of

his countrymen. The country, however, demands that that

place be filled; demands that others be gathered to the side of

him who shall fill it; that instead of one man conspicuous in the

advocacy of economy in public expenditures there be dozens.

The demand of the hour is for a strong phalanx of that kind
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of men. The demand of the people of this country to-day is

that their rights, too often neglected, too often lost in the leg-

islative shufhe, shall be regarded highly, as they deserve to be.

There is an opening, and a great opening, along the lines fol-

lowed by Judge Holman for a generation.

It is a common thing, I believe, Mr. Speaker, among men of

good intentions and good parts, when they come into this

atmosphere of the Capitol, when they become environed by
these grand surroundings, when they get where greatness is, or

is supposed to be—when they mingle with men born great, men
who have achieved greatness, men who have had greatness thrust

upon them, men even who have thrust upon themselves that

which they esteem as greatness, and which, unfortunately, some
other people mistake for greatness—it is a common thing to

forget that back in the workshops, in the mines, and upon the

plantations and farms are multitudes of our fellow-citizens—

many with as great natural abihties as men in high official posi-

tions, possessing naturally as good intentions as men entertain

anywhere—who have a hard, ceaseless grind, a daily struggle

to maintain daily existence; and that their only hope for rehef

depends upon a fearless, courageous, honest representation in

the Congress of their country. In this view, too much can not
be said in praise of Judge H01.MAN.

To one, Mr. Speaker, who viewed his surroundings when at

home, as I had the mournful pleasure of doing, as one of the
committee appointed by this House to attend his funeral, it

does not seem strange that this old man was devoted to pub-
lic rights and public interests. He lived in the simple way of

the olden time; a farmer upon the banks of the Ohio who
tilled his own acres, pruned his own vineyard, gathered the
fruit from his own orchard, listened to the music of the birds

in the trees planted by his father and by himself, and heard
H. Doc. 321 4
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the rippling of the waters of the Ohio as they hurried along by

the foot of the bluff, upon the brow of which his rooftree stood.

There, in the simple grandeur of an American citizen, an

American statesman, an American patriot, after the manner of

the early days of the Republic, the manner of the Jeffersons

and Madisons and Jacksons, he lived the plain life of one of the

people. When here in Washington, in the discharge of his

public duties as a legislator, he was fresh from the people,

from the country, from the farm, from the scenes of everyday

rural life; and it was no wonder that his mind and heart

should be animated and stirred in the support of the rights

and against the wrongs of the people whom he loved.

Not merely the people of his own district, a district which

honored him as perhaps no other man ever was honored; not

only the people of his own party, who for forty years nominated

him, and him only, for Representative in Congress—but the

whole people found in him the watchdog of their Treasury, the

great objector when their tax money was menaced.

It is hard to tell in what greatness consists. Men differ

about it. Men often err in attempting to draw the line

between mediocrity and greatness. But it does seem to me that

this man, who had the steadiness of intellect, the firmness of

purpose, the virtuous aggressiveness, to stand and to battle

through a generation for a principle, and that a correct princi-

ple upon which rest the rights of the masses of the people; and

who had the ability upon all occasions, as well as we may judge,

to do about that which was best to be done under the circum-

stances, to promote the interests which he had at heart, well may

be ranked as a great man.

I think we may rate him safely as great in intellect; great in

courage; great in firmness; great in that integrity which never

swerved from the path of public duty into the path of private
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gain; which never suffered him to be drawn away from the pro-

tection of the rights of the people into the support of those who

would thrive, and who to a very large extent do thrive, at

the expense of the people. When it is said truthfully that

through his long life this man's character and conduct came out

stainless and unblemished; that he ended poor, as he began;

that he gathered justl}^ the glory of a well-spent career and the

esteem of the people—who do esteem and who always are

grateful to those who devote themselves to the public service

honestly, efficiently, and courageously—what need be added?

When a man has ended such a career^full of years, full of

honest achievements, full of devotion to good works—^^we may

honor ourselves in honoring his memory. When a man such as

WiivLiAM Steele Holman has laid down the cares and duties

of life, at the close of a long day, well may we pause, as we do

pause this afternoon, to dwell upon his career; to hold up for

emulation his legislative virtues, which are comparatively rare;

to get inspiration, if we may, from an example that ought to be

held aloft all over this land, for the Emulation of youth and

the guidance of age.

The dead economist saved for his countrymen far more than

enough mone}^ to build a grand monument in each State in the

Union; and it is gratifying to know that while thus serving

them, unconsciously he reared in their affections a monument

to his own memory, more to be prized than any pile of marble

or of granite in the whole world.
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Address of Mr, Miers,

Mr. MiERS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, when the President of

the United States convened in extraordinary session the Fifty-

fifth Congress of the United States, Hon. Wiwam S. Hoi^man

presented himself with the commission ^rom the governor of his

State for the sixteenth time to take the oath of office as a mem-

ber of the American House of Representatives. It was my

good fortune to be permitted to select a seat beside his. I said

to him, "Mr. H01.MAN, it must be a proud moment in a man's

life to be permitted to take the oath of office and a seat in this

assembly for the longest term of service ever held.
'

'
He re-

plied, in his modest way, "Oh, yes; I appreciate the goodness

and the kindness of my neighbors and realize it is a great com-

pliment, indeed."

And, Mr. Speaker, when we come to remember that in this

Repubhc of ours we have no office-holding class—no man born

with any better right to any office in the gift of the people than

any other, where the right to hold office is by reason of merit

and fitness—to have been thus distinguished was no ordinary

compliment. Mr. Speaker, while I fully concur in all the elo-

quent tributes of this afternoon and fully indorse all the honors

that have been paid to Judge Hoi^man's memory, to my mind

that commission, backed by the authority of the voters of his

district, speaks longer and louder to his eminence than all the

eloquence heard in this Hall to-day. It was a compliment paid

him while living, and by a generous, disinterested constituency

who loved and admired him for his true merit and his faithful

public service.

When but a boy, forty-odd years ago, a resident of Judge

HoIvMAn's district, I heard a compliment paid him that I have

never forgotten. One of his constituents said of him:
'

'
He is a
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man of the people; he is a man who can be rehed upon; he is

honest. '

'
This comphment was not paid with rounded terms of

rhetoric nor with glowing eloquence; yet, Mr. vSpeaker, it stood
out bristling with truth that characterized every act of Mr.
H01.MAN during his public hfe.

It is true that Mr. H01.MAN was a man of the people. He
always studied every question from the people's standpoint—
"the greatest good to the greatest number " and the best inter-

est of the Repubhc itself. It is equally true that he could be
rehed upon to study every question from every angle and
every conceivable standpoint. And it was no truer that he
could be rehed upon than the other saying that he was an
honest man. He not only carefully studied every public
question and tested every vote and action by duty, but he
was versed in the laws and the Constitution, and I do not
think it disparaging to the many statesmen who have served
the public to say no other man was better versed in public
affairs and statecraft than he.

During his thirty-odd years of public life no man ever ques-
tioned his integrity or doubted his honesty. While there have
been times in the great American Congress when members
have so forgotten their pubhc duty and the oath they had
taken, and so conducted themselves that it seemed they were
willing that legislation of doubtful propriety, to say the least,

should pass—legislation which appeared to cover up "jobs"
and make extravagant appropriations of the people's money-
it could always be relied upon that the voice of Mr. H01.MAN
could be heard to ring out, "Mr. Speaker, I object," until he
became known as the great American objector; or more prop-
erly, the "Watchdog of the Treasury." It has been said of
him, no doubt truly, that he has prevented more legislation
in which there were jobs and that he had saved the Treasury
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of the United States more money than any other pubhc man

ever did.

Mr. Speaker, this nation has had many great statesmen; the

State of Indiana, which it was his proud distinction in part

to long represent, many illustrious public men. Over in the

other end of the Capitol she had her Oliver P. Morton, her

Thomas A. Hendricks, her Joseph E. McDonald, her Daniel

W. Voorhees, and many others. In this end of the Capitol

she had her Michael C. Kerr, her George G. Dunn, her William

E. Niblack, her Schuyler Colfax, her Albert G. Porter, and

many others of equal eminence. But I dare say this after-

noon, Mr. Speaker, in the death of no one of these illustrious

men has the nation or the proud State of Indiana or this body

suffered a greater loss than in the death of Hon. William S.

HOLMAN.

Mr. Speaker, in view of all that has been so justly and elo-

quently said, there being so many other gentlemen who knew

Judge HOLMAN so well and served with him so long in this

body, I do not de,sire to detain the House at any length. I

would only say, in conclusion, let us remember and profit by

Mr. HOLMAN'S magnificent, well-rounded, pure, patriotic life,

as well as his many virtues. He was a patriot of the purest

type. He was a statesman of the very highest order and above

reproach, a citizen in the very best sense. He was a kind and

obliging neighbor, a faithful husband, a loving father, and an

honest man. Let us also remember, Mr. Speaker, that we, too,

are entered in the great race for eternity, whether we will or

not. When the final summons comes, those on whom great

honor has been conferred, the cultured and distinguished, have no

advantagefe over the unhonored and the uncultured; the strong

no advantages over the weak; and finally we, too, like hnu,

must go hence to give an account f,>r the deeds done in the body.
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Address of Mr, McMillin,

Mr. McMiiviyiN. Mr. Speaker, a very solemn duty devolves

upon this House to-day, that of commemorating in an inade-

quate and feeble way the distinguished services of a pure patriot

who is no more. There are many , fields in this wonderful

American Government of ours where distinction can be achieved,

where eminence can be attained. There are many fields where

intellectual eminence is sought and found; but I have never

ceased to believe, since I became familiar with it, that of all the

trying places testing a man's capacity, that which most sorely

tests his wearing power and his intellectual force is presented

in the House of Representatives of the Congress of the United

States.

Here to keep to the front he has to be able to fight and win

battles every day of his life. It can be truly said of WiIvIvIAm

S. H01.MAN that for thirty-two years—for a period, barring one

year, as long as that during which the Saviour of mankind was

on earth—he stood with the most intellectual and forceful men

that this continent has produced, in its most forceful and trying

period, and neither his intellectuality, his moral character, his

merit as a man, nor the purity of his patriotism was ever ques-

tioned.

It is a great distinction to have been President of these United

States, elected by the greatest people that God ever let live to

preside over destinies the most sacred that He has ever intrusted

to man; but great as is that distinction, I would rathpr have been

a member of Congress, able to discharge my duty, possessing the

confidence of my fellow-men on this floor and of the country for

thirty-two years, than to have been President of the United States

any eight years of the existence of the Republic.
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When it was my fortune to come to the Congress of the United

States, Indiana had four remarkable men participating in pubhc

affairs, to say nothing of her other sons who might be mentioned

in the same context. They were Daniel W. Voorhees, Thomas

A. Hendricks, Joseph E. McDonald, and William S. Holman.

These then were all active in the affairs of life.

It is a sad reflection that they have all gone '

' to that bourne

whence no traveler returns," and the fearful responsibilities

which they discharged with such unflinching courage and such

persistent patriotism devolve upon you and me and others that

are of our day and generation. The question most important

for those that are to come after us and for us to consider here

to-day is whether we are ready to buckle on our armor and meet

the responsibilities they have left us as they met them.

As a citizen Judge Holman believed from the beginning in

the doctrines of the author of the Declaration of Independence.

He was connected with public affairs at times when we were

threatened with fearful foreign complications, but steadfastly

and at all times he believed and advocated the principle Jefferson

laid down in his first inaugural address of "Peace, commerce,

and honest friendship with all nations, and entanghng alhances

with none.
'

'

Concerning this dual Government—this Government, we may

say, is not simply dual, but consisting of three parts, where the

rights of the Government are to be observed, where the rights

of the States that constitute the Government are to be observed,

and where those greater and more sacred interests for which all

governments are instituted, to wit, the individual liberties of the

citizen, are to be preserved—he was also a disciple of Jefferson,

and believed that the Government was an indissoluble union of

indestructible States. He believed also with Jefferson—and

that was the watchword of his whole life— " in economy in pub-

lic expenditures, that labor might be lightly burdened."
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I knew Judge H01.MAN well. I saw his comings in and his

goings out here for nearly twenty years, and I can truly say

that a more courageous statesman, a more disinterested patriot,

a man more fixed in his resolve to serve his country well, I have

never known in this Congress.

He was here when that magnificent domain that was one of

the richest inheritances of the American people was still their

possession; and if it had been the sacred soil owned and pos-

sessed by his father and the inheritance and home of his chil-

dren, he could not have fought more strenuously against its

absorption in an improper way than he did.

He at all times advocated, and he is one of those who first

inaugurated and most strenuously supported, the policy of

holding on to the public domain of the United States, in order

that when that period came which it was evident would come,

with our rapid growth, when our cities were crowded, when
our factories had knocking at their doors idle workingmen who
had no bread to eat, they could move West and have a posses-

sion that would at least keep them contented and instil in theml

patriotic principles. It was for this reason that he was forever

fighting, from their incipiency to their end, all appropriations

of this domain for other purposes than as homesteads in small

quantities for the people.

Concerning public expenditures, the whole country knows his

history. No eulogy that could be pronounced by me or by any

other man living could adequately proclaim that everlasting

vigilance, that indomitable resolution, which enabled him to

stand here through a third of a century and defy all opposition

and override every effort at an improper appropriation of the

public funds.

Down by yonder river arises to kiss the sky that most

magnificent pile of marble that was ever constructed by the
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architect. It commemorates the worth}' deeds of one of the

greatest and purest patriots that ever Hved on this earth—George

Washington—and cost hundreds of thousands. It is so well

kno\^-n that it is for the prince of all patriots that it is the one

monument in the world without a single inscription upon it.

But great as is the Washington Monument, costly as it was,

the amount of money that William S. Holman saved to the

people of the United States by even driblets, to say nothing

about big appropriations that he prevented, would build forty

such monuments.

Nor was he less admirable as a citizen than as a statesman.

Although of an unostentatious, plain, bold, fearless, and yet

diffident nature, he possessed the quahty which characterizes

the loftiest type of American citizenship. I can truly say, as

every man who hears my voice can testify, that it takes more

courage to stand here for thirty year^, or for twenty years, or

for ten years, or for two years, and antagonize the little bills

of your friends that you know are wrong than it does to stand

in the forefront of battle and face the cannon's mouth. He

had that courage. It was with him always; and hence it can

be said that a more courageous man than he did not exist.

Nor did his virtues end here. A statesman, a patriot, a

worthy citizen, he w^as a believer with those who followed the

precepts, revered the teachings, and illustrated with their lives

the nobility of the Great Shepherd. As a citizen, he could

answer, if a man spoke to him of his enemies, as Richelieu, the

great French cardinal, did on one occasion. You remember

when he was reminded of his enemies, he said:

" Enemies! I have no enemies, save the enemies of the state."

So could Judge Holman say during all the years of his life

and up to the very time of his death. He early imbibed those

precepts which taught that this was not the only life. He
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believed that "beyond the world, in the distant Aden, there

was an elysium of , the soul where the mortal should put on im-

mortality and where life becomes an endless splendor.
'

'

Mr. Speaker, when the annals of the Congress of the first

century were closed, it could be truly said no purer patriot had

been here than he; and I beheve, knowing him intimately as I

did, that the same may be said of him, however great and good

those who come after us may be, when the close of the second

century comes. He was loved by the people w^ho knew him,

and they testified the deep affection they bore him in the hour

he was taken to his home for burial. He was taken back to be

placed by the side of that beautiful river that adorns so many

States and makes rich such a great portion of the territory of

the United States.

On a hill appropriate to the loftiness of his character, 250 or

300 feet above the Ohio River, where one sweep of the eye

gives a view for 15 or 20 miles in each direction of three great

States, he was taken to the home of his fathers, to his everlast-

ing resting place. For a hundred and twenty years they, father

and son, held the land that had never been transferred from

the family by deed.

Frugal and unostentatious in his life, pure in his patriotism,

men, women, and children of every nationality and of every

caste of political opinion buried all former opposition and came

forward to do him that humble reverence that his manly virtues

entitled him to receive. May He who doth all things well min-

ister to the sad hearts of the households that are left to mourn

the loss of this great patriot

!
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Address of Mr, Bromwell,

Mr. BromwkIvIv. Mr. Speaker, while I feel assured that I can

add little of interest to what has been said or is 3^et to be said

by the distinguished gentlemen who speak upon this occason

upon the life and services of our deceased colleague, yet, in

view of the fact that many months, aggregating years, of my

life were spent as a resident of the district which he so ably

represented, and that my personal acquaintance with his former

constituents is to-day probably more extensive and intimate

than that of any other member of this House, I can not but feel

that it is both my duty and my privilege to add my token of

respect and to offer my tribute to his memory.

To those who have known Judge Hoi^man during the latter

years of his life, when advancing age, with its infirmities, had

bowed his form, had shaken his steady step, had dimmed his

eye, and weakened his voice, it is difficult to realize the busy,

active public life which was crowded into the years which make

up his record. Probably few, if an}^ who have had the honor

of serving on this floor have had a wider experience in public

affairs than he.

Born in 1822, but a short distance from the home in which he

resided at his death, he grew up, as hundreds of other distin-

guished Americans have done, amidst the hardships and pri-

vations of a pioneer life. The ax of the woodman was still

resounding in the w^ilderness of forest which lined the banks

of the Ohio; the hardy hunter still pursued his startled game;

the war whoop of the hostile Indian still echoed through the

recesses of the forest, and his canoe had not yet disappeared

from the bOvSom of the river which flowed within sight of his

home. Neighbors were scattered and remote.

Villages were but in their beginnings; churches and schools
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were few and far between; yet the hardy stock from which he

and the other pioneer boys of southern Indiana sprung, rude

though their surroundings, scant their education, many of them
uncultured in their manner and uncouth in their attire, grew up
a God-fearing, law-abiding, patriotic community of American

citizens, loving their country and its institutions with a more
fervid devotion than many of those who, in the older-settled

parts of our country, were surrounded with the advantages of

education and refinement. The immediate vicinity of his home
was one which had been made rich in anecdote and tradition by
the heroism and fortitude of many a band of devoted pioneers

who had offered up their lives in the border warfare against the

dusky savages, and the many beautiful little creeks which emp-
tied their tributary streams into the Ohio along the south front

of his district each, by its name, recalled a hero who had made
it famous by his bravery or self-sacrifice.

Here in the wilderness^ but a short distance from the little

busthng village, now the thriving city, of Aurora, he passed his

boyhood days. His life was no different from that of his neigh-

bors; yet in the midst of the many duties which he was called

upon to perform as one of a family of pioneer settlers he suc-

ceeded in securing such an education as the common school of

the neighboring town furnished, which was afterwards rounded

off by a short course in college. Then followed a short term of

teaching school, during which he qualified himself for the prac-

tice of the law, in which he was successfully engaged for many
years. He was honored by election to the judgeship of the

probate, and afterwards to the common pleas court of his county;

served as its prosecuting attorney, and afterwards as its repre-

sentative in the lower house of the Indiana legislature, and iu

1858 was elected to represent his district as a member of Con-
gress, and took his seat as a member of the Thirty-sixth Con-
gress as one of eleven members from his State, among whom
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were Colfax, and Niblack, and English, and Porter, and others

of less fame.

It was in the midst of exciting times. The John Brown

invasion had occurred and been suppressed. The House was

nearly evenly divided, with the Republicans in a slight plural-

ity, but having lo votes short of a majority. The election for

Speaker of the House was bitter and long contested. It took

forty-four ballots to reach a resuU. While John Sherman

appeared to be the favorite from the start, with every appear-

ance of being ultimately elected, there was never a ballot on

which he did not fall at least three short of the necessary num-

ber. The distinguished gentleman from Pennsylvania who still

honors us with his presence as our colleague was named, and

supported by many warm adherents, but withdrew his name in

the interest of a speedy solution of the difficulty. Through all

these forty-four ballots Mr. H01.MAN voted consistently with

his Democratic colleague, casting his first vote for Bocock and

his last one for McClernand.

With the modesty which so well becomes a new member of

this august body, he abstained from taking a very active part

in the earlier proceedings of the Thirty-sixth Congress, but the

record shows that if he was leaving to others the delivery of

great speeches upon the exciting questions of the day, he was

yet performing his fuU duty as a member of important com-

mittees. It must not be supposed, however, that his silence

was due to timidity or lack of moral courage, for even as early

as December 30, 1859, defended his home city against an

accusation which had been made a few days before by Mr.

Logan, in the following language:

My attention has been cahed to a telegraphic report of the

proceedings of this House on the 20th instant, which does

great injustice to a portion of my constituents. The paragraph
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is as follows: "Mr. Logan read an account of a Republican

meeting held in Aurora s^^mpathizing with Brown." I desire

to state that the city of Aurora, one of the flourishing cities

of Indiana, is a city loyal to the Constitution and to the laws

of the land, and that no such meeting was held there. The
citizens of that place are not going to rest under the impu-

tation for a moment of having sympathized with men who
disturb the peace of the country.

It would be easy to imagine, upon reading the above defense

of his city against the charge of having sympathized with John

Brown, and remembering, too, that all through the organization

of this Thirty-sixth Congress he voted with the Southern Demo-

crats, that he might readily develop into a Southern sympathizer

and non-Union man during the exciting times which marked its

close. But to his honor and credit be it said that in spite of

these early affiliations, when the critical time came and the cru-

cial test of patriotism demanded unswerving support from all

men, his voice was among the first to be upraised in behalf of a

united country and the enforcement of the Federal law by the

General Government, even to the extent to restrain by armed

force, if necessary, the secession of the State from the Union.

On the 1 2th of December, i860, he offered the following resolu-

tions, which were referred to the Committee of the Whole

House on the state of the Union:

1 . Resolved, That the Constitution of the United States, by

which the several States of the Union are organized into one

Government, is a compact founded upon good faith between the

States of mutual and permanent obligation; and the right of

a State to secede from the compact and to resume the powers

surrendered in its adoption is wholly unwarranted by the letter

and spirit of its provisions.

2. Resolved, That the mutual and common interest of the

several States in the obligations of the Constitution render it the

imperative duty of the Federal Government to enforce in good
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faith and with temperate firmness the laws enacted in pursuance

of its authority in all cases where their infringement would

impair the constitutional rights of any State or the common and

reciprocal rights of the several States.

3. Resolved, That the select committee of thirty-three on the

state of the Union be instructed to inquire whether the acts of

Congress now in force are sufficient, in view of the present con-

dition of public affairs, to protect the rights of the several States

against attempts which have been made and which may here-

after be made by any State or States to nulhfy the laws neces-

sary to the existence of the confederacy and to carry out the

provisions of the Constitution; and if the laws now in force are

insufficient, it shall be the duty of said committee to report the

necessary bill or bills to provide for the emergency.

Nor did his patriotic utterances and his devotion to a united

country end with the introduction of these resolutions, for, on

the 1 6th of January, 1861, and immediately following a mag-

nificent speech by the distinguished gentleman who represented

the district from which I am now accredited, Judge H01.MAN

made a speech, the Army appropriation bill being under con-

sideration, which for eloquence and patriotic fervor would com-

pare favorably with the efforts of the greatest forensic debaters

our history has produced. In the prime of his manhood, being

then but 38 years of age, thoroughly imbued with the great

patriotic sentiments for the preservation of the Union which

had swept over the North and practically obliterated party

division and party lines, he gave utterance to such words as

found an echo in the hearts and the hopes of every patriotic

citizen and unified the sentiment in favor of the Union in every

home and at every fireside in the district which he represented.

I would that I could give the beautiful language of this

entire speech, the first which he delivered at length upon this

floor, but time forbids. I shall, nevertheless, present ycni with

but a single paragraph, rather for the purpose of having you
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picture to yourselves the beautiful scene which spread itself out

as a magnificent panorama from the doorway of his home on the

banks of the beautiful river he loved so well, than as a speci-

men of the finest and most elegant diction displayed in this

speech. He said:

When I have stood, sir, upon one of those beautiful hills that

overhang the waters of the Ohio and have taken in at a glance

the distant hills of Kentucky and Ohio and of my own native

State descending in fertile valleys to the verge of that noble

river; and, farther off, the waters of the Miami disappearing in

the distance, and the whole scene covered with farmhouses and
cornfields, and green meadows, and vineyards, and rising vil-

lages, and prosperous towns, while the tones of cheerful labor

in a thousand voices swelled up and mingled together, and
God's blessed sunlight gilded the whole landscape, I have
thought of the darkness and agony of that hour when the

storm which our unhallowed passions have been arousing

should sweep over the glorious country, a messenger of ruin,

when the sounds of industry and the cheerful voices of child-

hood should no longer float on the river or its waves bear south-

ward the fruits of labor of many prosperous States, but armed
men should march upon its desolated borders, the sounds of war
should float upon its waves, reddening with fraternal blood, and
its bosom, instead of the peaceful keel, should bear the muni-
tions of war, and the labor and hopes of years become the prey

of the spoiler. And I have felt, sir, in my very soul, the value

of this peaceful Union, and that that man who should contrib-

ute to its destruction would be, of all mortals, from the flood to

the final fire, in the sight of God the most guilty.

It may not be without interest to note that in this very first

Congress of which he was a member he laid the foundation for

that Hue of action which in later years earned for him the well-

known title of "The Great Objector," for on the 19th of May,

i860, upon a bill for the reHef of the legal representatives of

Gustavus B. Horner, he rose in his place and for the first time

H. Doc. 321 5
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uttered the simple words, "I object;" and I might say here

that in the entire course of his membership in this body he had

the moral courage to interpose objections to every bill and

every claim which he looked upon as unjust and as a fraud

upon the National Treasury. That he may have made mis-

takes and prevented the passage of righteous bills would be but

the natural result of the limitations which are set upon human

judgment. But that he was honest and sincere in his opposi-

tion to these measures no one, even of an opposite pohtical

faith, can doubt, and the great service which he rendered the

country in this behalf amply compensated for the few occasional

errors he may have made.

It is not within the Hmit or the purpose of such an address as

this to detail at length the incidents of his many years of serv-

ice in this body. Suffice it to say that throughout his record,

and in spite of the fact that during most of his many years'

service in this body his pohtical party was in a minority, his

honor and integrity were such as to command the respect of

his political opponents, while his personal character was such

as to bind him to them in the ties of lasting friendship.

In his intercourse with the people of his district he was

genial, approachable, companionable. He had a kind word for

all he met; he knew them by name and sympathized with them

in their troubles and trials. Representing a district almost

entirely agricultural, with no large city and with but few small

towns and villages, he naturally took great interest in all meas-

ures relating to the benefit of the farmer, and protected their

interests by his voice and his vote whenever the occasion pre-

sented itself.

While displaying the arts of the shrewdest politician, and

for sixteen times overcoming all opposition both of friendly

rivalry and political antagonism, and coming to this body as
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the accredited Representative of his district for more than thirty

years, he never sunk to the level of the mere pohtician, but when
the occasion demanded could rise to the high'-st plane of states-

manship. With a mind stored by observation and study,

prompt with pertinent anecdote and apt quotation, he was a

ready debater and an interesting conversationalist.

While enjoying to the utmost the struggles of forensic debate

in the great capital of his country, he never lost that admiration

for the beautiful surroundings of his birthplace and the love of

home which had been instilled into his very being in his boy-

hood years, and at the close of the sessions of this body would
return with a sigh of relief and a heart full of anticipation to the

enjoyment of his books and those rustic pleasures which rein-

vigorated and strengthened him anew for the discharge of his

public duty. His home was an ideal one; its location is graph-

ically pictured in the short sketch which I have already selected

from his first famous speech in behalf of the Union. Perched

upon the edge of one of the highest of the many hills which
border the Ohio, but a short distance below the little city of

Aurora, he could from its lawn look out upon such a scene of

beauty as could hardly be equaled and certainly not surpassed

at any place in the wide expanse of our country.

At his feet lay the beautiful Ohio River, stretching for many
miles in its winding course between fertile valleys and bottom
land upon the one side and lofty hills upon the other; but a

short distance below the beautiful I^aughery Creek, fringed with

its overhanging willows and shaded by the remnants of the

primeval forests which the ax of the woodman had left un-

touched; farther to the east the thriving little city of Aurora,

with its factories and workshops and railroads sending to his ear

the distant hum of industry, while around and about him grew
vines and orchards and flowers which he had planted and ten-

derly cared for and loved as he loved his books.
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Here lie breathed in, with the pure air of heaven, that love

for his country and his fellow-man which was his most distin-

guishing characteristic. By his immediate neighbors he was

idolized as few pubhc men ever are, and the news of his death

brought a shock to many a household which could only be

equaled by the loss of a fond parent or loved brother. The

touching tributes which were paid to his memory in the vicin-

ity of his home by men, women, and children of all political

faiths were the best evidences of that admiration and love which

they felt for him. As the funeral cortege passed from the little

railroad station through the streets of his little home city to

the church in which his body was to be given public honors,

and from the church by the winding road which led to the top

of the hill upon which his home stood, all vied with each other

in doing him honor, and the draperies and visible emblems of

mourning hung from the houses of the rich and the poor alike

as evidences of their sorrow.

His body reposes in the little cemetery at the foot of the hill

where he spent so many happy years, but his memory will lin-

ger for years to come in the hearts and affections of those whom

he so long and so ably represented on the floor of this House.
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Address of Mr, Lanham.

Mr. Lanham. Mr. Speaker, in the death of Judge W11.1.IAM

S. H01.MAN a distinguished man, a veteran statesman, has

passed from our midst. There is, perhaps, no man Hving who
has had a larger and more varied experience in pubhc affairs

than that which marked his career. As teacher, lawyer, judge,

State legislator, and member of Congress unusual opportunities

for the acquisition of useful knowledge and practical observa-

tion were afforded him; and that his mind was richly stored

with valuable collections from all these fields of effort and re-

search will be readily affirmed by all who knew him and are

familiar with his history. He made good use of his time, and

gathered truth and wisdom from every accessible source. He
passed through and participated in many of the most exigent

and crucial conditions in American political and legislative his-

tory, and left his lasting impress in its public records. He
was firmly devoted to his convictions of duty, and wherever

they conducted him he went with the utmost earnestness and

insistent courage.

It would seem entirely suitable, aside from the observance of

a recognized custom, that appropriate tribute to the memory

and due respect to the life and character of such a man should

be offered by those who knew and associated with him.

It is, perhaps, a reflection upon us all that we are too prone

to defer just commendation and withhold proper expressions

laudatory of the merits of our fellow-men until they have passed

beyond the reach of our approbation, and what we ought to say

of them and to them while living, for their comfort and encour-

agement, is too often reserved for obituary occasions and post-

humous compliment.
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We are always ready at the grave to be kind to virtues and

blind to imperfections. Kindly words, generous and sincere

assurances of friendly recognition, sympathy, approval are

soothing and cheering to all mankind, and should, I think, be

always extended when deserved and at such times when their

bestowal can be realized and appreciated; for when thus con-

tributed, their recipients are not only strengthened and felici-

tated, but inspired to greater deeds and loftier action. I behev^

a good man ought to be told while hving of the good opinion of

his fellows and rewarded by their indorsement of his conduct

when the knowledge of it can be personally enjoyed.

I first became acquainted with Judge Holman in the Forty-

eighth Congress. I had heard and read much concerning him,

and was quite desirous to know^ him. He had long attracted

public attention, and was generally regarded as one of the most

conspicuous and useful of public men, and hence all new mem-

bers of Congress sought to make his acquaintance. During a

service of ten years with him I had abundant opportunity to

observe his course and to form a fairly accurate estimate of his

character. The more I saw and knew of him the more con-

vinced did I become that he was a man of strong and comprehen-

sive intellect and unwavering integrity, and that he possessed

an extraordinary amount of practical and rehable information.

His experience was such as to familiarize him with the scope

and history of national legislation, and I have rarely seen a man

who could more readily summon for appropriate use in debate

the valuable and apposite data that he had acquired from such

experience and his intimate association with the circumstances

and the persons connected with past events. He was a posi-

tive man, unyielding in his convictions and fearless in their

assertion.

While his opposition to many measures, and especially to
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such as involved what he regarded present or prospective

unnecessary expenditures of pubHc money, frequently placed

him in seeming personal antagonism to some of his legislative

associates, and possibly at times interrupted in some degree

the genial interflow and cordial relations which ordinarily

obtain in legislative assemblies, still he was so consistent in

such opposition, and so evidently inspired by economical con-

siderations and a supreme sense of duty, as to blunt the edge

of the resentment of those whose measures he opposed. He
was an exceedingl}^ plain man, and of the utmost simplicity

in his habits. He was kindly and approachable to all, and

uniformly courteous. He was essentially an economist. He
revolted at any extravagance or wasteful appropriation of

public money.

I could not better epitomize his leading and distinguishing

concept of government and legislative function than by the

words rigid economy, than to say he resolutely and sturdily

opposed every appropriation or expenditure that was not obvi-

ously reasonable and necessary for public purposes. He pro-

claimed his own belief, and exemplified in his own career, in

what he affirmed of Mr. Randall when he said of him in the

last tribute of respect to his memory in this Hall: "He believed

that frugal government could alone secure honest government,

* * * and he struggled to the last for frugal and honest gov-

ernment. '

' Judge HoLMAN lived and acted in full concert with

this thought and purpose. Even at this session of Congress,

and among his last public utterances on this floor, he vigorously

advocated economy and the reduction of expenditures.

It can be truthfully said that it is better for his country that

Judge HoivMAN lived; that he did much good in his day and

generation, and rendered useful public service, the remem-

brance of which will not soon fade away. He lived to a green
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old age, and died, respected and admired, at his post of duty.

His earthly career is ended, and he rests from the labors of

this world.

It is gratifying to know—and I was glad to hear what the gen-

tleman from Tennessee [Mr. McMilhn] said in this respect-

that he beUeved in the reality of the Christian religion, for he

has left on record his own assurance of that fact. He believed

in immortality, and that " Death is the gate to endless joy."

He saw nothing of help or solace in the suggestion of material-

ism. He decried the dismal doctrine, the cheerless creed, that

the death of the body is the annihilation of the soul. In attes-

tation of his religious views, I quote from his own language,

where, in speaking upon the lives and characters of Samuel J.

Randall and S. S. Cox, he said:

How consoling the divine assurance that what we call death

only opens to the immortal spirit of the just and the good the

highway to a life immortal. * * There have been men

who have said that while material nature moves on in countless

forms through all eternity, the human soul that has appropriated

to itself the learning of all the ages, that can count and weigh

the stars and follow them through almost illimitable space, that

has even caught a ray of light from the realm of the infinite and

immortal, like a meteor blazes for a moment in space and sinks

into darkness. I can not and will not believe in such a view of

the human soul, so dreary and unnatural. Our blessed religion

gives assurance of eternal life. Nature in her ever-recurring

and never-ending miracles confirms the divine assurance.

Surely we may indulge the hope that, entertaining such con-

ceptions of the future state as this language implies, our de-

parted friend has entered upon the enjoyment of that larger and

better "life immortal" which his own words so eloquently

describe.
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Address of Mr. Hunter,

Mr. Hunter. Mr. Speaker

—

In the midst of life we are in death;

Mutation and change is the law of God.

A few short days ago the people of the United States were

startled by the announcement of the sudden and unexpected

death of the great Senator from Indiana, the Hon. D. W. Voor-

hees; and now, just as the grave is being closed over his remains

and the solemn requiem is dying away on the ears of his mourn-

ers, the messenger of death, with his never-ending step, rushes

into this Chamber again and announces that another distin-

guished Indianian has fallen; that W. S. H01.MAN, a member of

this body, is now lying at his home in this city in the cold arms

of death.

Judge HoivMAN had not been in his usual good health for

some time, but not ill enough to demand the call of a physician.

About two weeks before his death he had a severe fall, while

stepping from a street car, that resulted in an attack of vertigo

from which he never recovered.

He passed away in the presence of his family and his many

friends without a struggle, as though falling asleep. Had he

lived until next September he would have passed the three-

quarter century mark—a long and eventful period in the his-

tory of our country. Thirty years in Congress, more than

fifty-three years in public life, he was a striking character in

public and private life and a great force in the politics of his

State and country.

Mr. Speaker, although living in an adjoining State, and

having heard the name of H01.MAN frequently discussed in con-

nection with the legislation of the country, I had not the
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pleasure of a personal acquaintance until the meeting of the

Fifty-third Congress at its extra session in August, 1893. At

that session I was honored by being placed on the Committee

on Indian Affairs, of which the deceased was chairman. This

intimate association afforded me a rare opportunity to study and

learn the true character, the moral worth, and ability of the

man. I was at once impressed with the esteem and personal

regard shown him by the older members of the committee who

had shared his acquaintance a long time. As soon as I was per-

sonally known to him, he graciously extended to me a warm and

generous recognition that caused me to regard him as a friend

of a lifetime.

Personally, Judge H01.MAN was of a most genial and affable

disposition, ever ready to Usten to the appeals of his friends

and render any and all assistance in his power. Few Repre-

sentatives, if any, ever were so prompt and painstaking in the

discharge of every public duty. No request was ever made,

however trivial, that did not receive respectful consideration by

him. True to his constituents and faithful to his country, the

jealous care and attention with which he watched and guarded

the pubhc Treasury has never had an equal. The moment that

any proposition was made to the House to spend the people's

money Judge H01.MAN was on his feet in an instant inquiring

into every item of expenditure, as though it was his individual

money that was proposed to be appropriated.

This peculiarity and vigilance won for him the sobriquet of

the "Watchdog of the Treasury." His overruling conviction

was that the Government should be as economical and regard-

ful in spending the taxes of the people as they would be of

their own private funds. He always contended that the great

mass of the people who worked with their hands were poor,

but that there was a fair living under favorable circumstances
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to all mankind, and that in order to reach that consummation

the Government must be just, economical, and fair; that extrav-

agance would destroy that equilibrium; that legislation should

be limited to plain, .comprehensive laws that conserved the

interests of all the people.

He was the relentless enemy of everything in the nature of

gratuities, subsidies, or fostering any kind of enterprise, scheme,

or industry at the expense of the great mass of the people.

There has never been a man in public life who had a higher

conception of the obligations, responsibilities, and duties of a rep-

resentative of the people. He sought to master every detail

and marshaled all of his energy in the interest of the people,

and especially the poor.

Punctual in his attendance upon every session of the House,

he believed that idleness was a positive sin. From the time

that the Speaker's gavel announced the opening of the session

to its close his ever-vigilant eye kept watch over all work in the

House. His broad, comprehensive mind, his long-continued

public service, had made him familiar with all the necessary

detail of legislation. His arguments were always strong, clear,

full of information, free from tawdry embellishments and all

effort at oratory; never trying to please, but always to con-

vince; always courteous, never resorting to insolence, impu-

dence, or adverse criticism.

As chairman of the Committee on Indian Affairs, it seemed

that he had made a special study of all the treaties and statutes

that had been made by the Government with the different

tribes from the beginning, in the colonial days, to the present.

He would detail to the committee the wants and necessities of

all the different tribes with a particularity that denoted great

study and thought upon this vast Indian question.

Whilst he regarded the obligations of the Government as
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paramount, yet his great heart went out in tender sympathy for

every Indian. His whole soul seemed to be on the side of the

poor and unfortunate.

He always contended that the Indian was the ward of the

nation, and that he should be cared for as such. At the time

he was at the head of the Indian Committee he was more than

74 years of age. Still, his mind was clear and reached out like

an intellectual parliament and grasped every intricate question,

tradition, law, or custom pertaining to Indian affairs. Judge

Holman was no ordinary man in the legislative councils of the

nation, and his good name and great efforts for humanity will

be enshrined in the hearts of future generations. Having no

ambition or aspirations for leadership, he was ever content to

take his place where he could be of most service to his constitu-

ency and country. He sought the arena where his efforts would

accomplish most for his people.

Judge Holman was so constituted that he never experienced

the corroding influence of jealousy. No man ever thought of

reproaching him for indirection or deception in his poHtical or

personal relations. He had no pride that made him ashamed to

take any place in the councils of his party or country; and,

whenever he was assigned to duty, either in his own State or in

the councils of the nation, he honored and filled the station to

the entire satisfaction of all.

True and faithful to every demand of a local constituency,

and vigilant as well as regardful of the public welfare, he made

no pretensions to greatness. He contented himself with meet-

ing every question as it arose in a plain, practical way, ever

keeping in mind the people who toil, and upon whom the

responsibility of government rests. Bold, fearless, outspoken

against every measure that he thought imposed unnecessary

burdens upon the people, it was said of him by Thomas A.
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Hendricks that it was estimated that the money saved to the

people by Judge Hoi^man's opposition to extravagance would

amount to 5, 000,000 annually.

His life was an open book. His home was sweetened with

the love of Christian character. His domestic relations were

most happy. No painful incident ever crossed his threshold.

It would not be extravagant to say that very few men with a

career so distinguished and brilliant have lived a life more pure

and noble, and left to future generations a more inspiring

example for the young men of this country. His name is

engraved upon the hearts of his people, and wuU ever illumine

their pathway. The Hfe work of W. S. H01.MAN will serve as

an inspiration to all whose ambition is fraught with the higher

aims in life.

He has gone to that bourne from whence no traveler returns,

but his illustrious example still lives. If death has its terrors,

the grave may have its victories, and the living may spread the

mantle of peace and love over all.

Our colleague and colaborer upon this floor has gone, and he

can now answer that great question, " If a man die, shall he

live again ? " If we are to be guided by the teachings of the

Book, death is not the final end of man. And our friend, asso-

ciate, and brother is now^ in the immediate presence of his

Maker, prepared for the triumphant march through the endless

ages of eternity. WiIvLIAM S. Hoi^man, the good, the honest

legislator, the friend of the poor, the kind husband and father,

farewell

!

'

' Requiescat in pace !

"
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Address of Mr. Robinson.

Mr. Robinson of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, when a member of

this Chamber has performed his mission faithfully and well;

when the nation has seen one, at an early age, enter into the

performance of a conscientious public duty, and has seen his

sun cross its meridian and sink to its setting place in the west,

and he still in the performance of that duty, without a blot or

stain upon him, it is fitting, indeed, that his colleagues should

assemble in this solemn meeting, and the nation, through the

lips of its representatives, should proclaim its sanction and

erect a monument of words and thought to such able and dis-

tinguished public service.

Beautiful is the custom to honor those whom we knew so

well in life, but whose vacant chairs remind us that they have

gone *'to that bourne" from which we can not recall them,

save by kind words, in gentle memories, and thus we meet

to-day to perform this sad yet pleasant duty, to weep with

those who weep, to solace by kind words the bleeding heart, to

offer a generous nation's tribute to the dead.

To call our associates back as we knew them and loved them

in life, to commune with them across on that beautiful shore,

to remember how we joined in their joys and shared in their

sorrows, to call them back on this memorial day, sad and

solemn as it is, must always be a pleasant task.

It is passing strange, but true—it is serious to reflect upon

it—that one who but a few short weeks ago met with us here

in council, took part in our deliberations, and made this Hall

vocal with his arguments and discussion of public questions, in

so short a time, from the smiles and pleasant greetings with

which he met us at this desk, has paSvSed to the silence of the

toml).
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The true Indiana heart throbs to-day with an unwonted pride

at this generous outpouring of Representatives and countrymen

to honor the memory of Indiana's distinguished son, who fought

for so many years on this floor, amid the plaudits of his coun-

try, a battle for retrenchment and reform in expenditures of

Government. Such fidelity should be written with a
'

' pen of

diamond on tablets of gold. '

'

Judge HoivMAN omitted no opportunity to learn the needs of

his country; he w^atched with a jealous care the rights of his

constituents; he guarded the people's Treasury and protected

their interests, and though some may have criticised and others

may not have known his doings, yet the thoughtful and just

gave due credit, and the venerable legislator in this and in the

applause of his own conscience found an ample reward. Others

may have had a more brilliant career; others may have received

applause more ephemeral but louder, but the record of a pubHc

benefactor will never die. He that watches over the interests

of all at all times makes an impression that sinks deep into the

hearts of his countrymen.

The record of Judge Hoi^man will live in history for ages,

when you, sir, who occupy that chair, and you, my colleagues,

who listen to my voice—when you and I and all of us shall have

passed away, his record will live on as a proud and magnificent

example of purity in private life and public station, adherence

to the cause and interest of his people, praise and gratitude of a

confiding and satisfied constituency, a record which younger

statesmen may well follow with pride to themselves and satis-

faction to their country.

The reminiscences of Judge Hoi^man's career, his long service

here, save as it is known to history, I leave to older members

and worthier tongues than mine; but it is meet that one from

his own State, proud of him, though young in the councils of
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the nation, should pay his tribute and voice his commendations

of a career such as has been unfolded by the older members of

the House.

Indeed, one's being here to-day may be due to the study of

such famous sons of Indiana as Hendricks, Voorhees, McDonald,

and H01.MAN, whose fame in Congress sheds an imperishable

grandeur on Indiana's illustrious name.

Judge HolmAN 'S death closes a characteristic career essen-

tially his own. The curious may wonder why a life in Congress

was devoted to the speciaUty of opposition to appropriations and

Government expenditures, a task sometimes not fully under-

stood, and sometimes not fully appreciated. It must be remem-

bered, however, that though Judge Holman watched with a

special care the matter of appropriations—a duty imposed by

his committee assignments—yet he was always alert and active,

and took a deep interest in all the great questions before the

country. He was qualified by nature and equipped by study to

master the economic questions of public expenditures, and by a

faithful performance of a duty which he feh incumbent upon

him he saved many milhons of public money, and I believe that

the history of the nation will not disclose his parallel in the lines

pursued by him. *
' None but himself could be his parallel.

'

'

By care and patient industry he acquired a knowledge of the

country's needs, and beyond those lines no man dared go with-

out meeting his objection. Censure and criticisms came to his

lot, as they have to all pubhc men, from the time that the illit-

erate burgher wanted to banish Aristides for being called
'

'
the

Just," down to the present hour, but he knew, as others have

learned, that censure is a tax one pays to the public for being

eminent, and he heeded it not.

Always fearless in the performance of his duty, he made it

his standing policy to "hew to the line, let the chips fall where
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they may." Amid the rugged storms of clashing interests,

swept by the washing waves of private greed, on this poHcy he

stood, as firm and unaffected as St. Helena in the midst of the

ocean. Complaints were met by a kindness of manner and a

continued faithful performance of duty, and opposing right to

special interest, he turned aside the shafts of criticism and

exemplified that "only the actions of the just smell sweet and

blossom in the dust."

With a vigorous energy and persistence in opposing public

extravagance, no one ever truly charged him with dishonesty

or malevolence. He did not seem to work for short-hved

popular applause, but was wiUing to submit to the test of

time for an approval, knowing after all that ambition is but

the shadow of a dream. Sallust said of Cato that the less he

coveted glory, the more he obtained of it. So was it with

Judge HoivMAN.

I will not dwell on the sobriquets '

' Watchdog of the Treas-

ury" and "Great Objector." These are known through the

land, and in the home of the humble are as indissolubly con-

nected with his name as they are with the sacredness and
safety of the people's Treasury.

What he saved to the country will never be known. I only

repeat the language of an eminent member of this House when
I say that Judge H01.MAN, each term of his career, saved to

the nation a sum equal to that which placed upon yonder
hill that monument of pride and beauty that reminds us of

the immortal fame of the father of our country.

The principles of economy and democratic simpHcity were
engraven on his soul; nor did he seek to cast off these inborn

traits, but rather cultivated them by his surroundings and
associations.

Is man molded by his environments? Go to that Indiana
H. Doc. 321 6
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home, stand upon the summit of that bluff, within view of the

Ohio River and three States, and tell me not that Judge Hov

MAN did not imbibe a deep sense of the great obligations upon

him. Living in that rural home, to look about him would

bring up a train of associated ideas. One would be led up

the Ohio and up its tributaries to the East, down with its

waters and back again through the great rivers of the West.

Standing on the threshold of that mansion, looking down

upon the wrinkled waters of that mighty river, he gathered

within the sweep of his perceptive mind and eye a landscape,

including countless fertile farms in valleys and glens on lofty

hillsides, embracing within this 'magnificent view three of the

great States of the nation, Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana.

These scenes of his boyhood days, mature manhood, and

ripe old age taught the statesman his duty to commerce, to

the States, to the nation. These scenes, the resultant thoughts,

made him democratic in all his acts, words, and bearing.

Judge Holman loved his country home, and thither he would

go when his Congressional labors were over, and there meet in

true democratic simpHcity the people he loved. He loved man-

kind, and he beheved that the pinnacle of ambition was reached

when he did good to his fellow-men. He was known to every

man, to every woman, to every child, almost, in his district,

and it is a pleasure to mention, as it is a compliment to his name

to say it, that the children of his district, with childlike glee,

saluted this great legislator as "Uncle Billy," and thus they

warmed his heart.

I have never seen more sincere sorrow than was depicted on

the face of every man, woman, and child at his burial. A

statesman who so lives will be remembered by sorrowing friends

and associates after death, and thus erects for himself a monu-

ment more enduring than marble and brass.

This great man, with his public life and triumphs, also had
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his private sorrows. He loved his family and his friends as

every true man loves his; in domestic feelings and affections as

kind and tender as a philosopher. A year before his death a

sad bereavement came in the death of his wife. While engaged

in gentle banter on their mutual frailties from age, this couple,

indissolubly united in affections by the ties of half a century,

were separated in a moment of unawares by the swift and

noiseless hand of death, one passed to the realms of heaven, her

eternal reward, the other left to mourn, and in a year to follow

and meet '

'
in that tranquil sphere the loving wife he mourned

for here."

When the partner of his joys and sorrows, in a moment of

bhss and contentment, almost without warning, was stricken

down, it broke his heart. He could guide his steps with wis-

dom along the snares and pitfalls of pubHc life; he could meet

the storms and tempests of acrimonious debate; he could bear

the "whips and scorns" of unjust censure; but when this com-

panion of half a century was stricken, it burst his tender heart.

Many who knew him well thought he would never survive

the shock; but philosophy triumphed, and with the confidence

of his constituency he returned again to the scenes of his former

labors.

This election made him the father of the House, and, com-

mencing his sixteenth term, he served long enough to exceed

the service of any other man living or dead.

Judge HoLMAN served in all the Congresses from the Thirty-

sixth till the present time, with three breaks in his continuous

service, two for one term, the Thirty-ninth and Fifty-fourth

Congresses, and one for two Congresses, the Forty-fifth and
Forty-sixth. He had served in his own State of Indiana as

prosecuting attorney, judge, member of the constitutional

convention, and member of the State legislature.
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When he came here to serve in his last session of Congress,

his reception in this Chamber was both cordial and compUmen-

tary, and in the nature of an ovation. Members of the Fifty-

fourth Congress and new members of this Congress sought a per-

sonal acquaintance with the father of the House, whom they had

known for years as a national legislator, and the older members

renewed their acquaintance with happy reminiscences, while the

employees of the House, who knew him to love him, gave a cor-

dial greeting. With a youthful fervor he returned these kindly

greetings, and in these circumstances and surroundings was not

written that "death rides on every breeze and lurks in every

flower."

He entered into his work with characteristic vim and energy,

and none who saw him during the first days of the session but

would have predicted more years of useful life.

Personal to myself, I will say that, as a new member from his

own State, I felt the touch of his kindly influence and good will.

What members of this body endear themselves to the beginner?

To whom will kindnesses be shown as years roll on? Of whom

will kind remembrances be cherished in after years? Go ask it

of each new member, and the answer will be, " Those who show

us marked and early kindness." Such a one I found Judge

H01.MAN to be. Comphmenting me on my first effort in this

august body, he little dreamed that my next would be in praise

of him.

Judge HoivMAN closed on the 22d day of April, 1897, at the

age of 75 years, a remarkable and successful career of honest

patriotism and statesmanship, and left, at this ripe old age, the

scenes of his long labors with the confidence and esteem of his

colleagues, the admiration of the thoughtful, and the applause of

his countrymen, all of which was evidenced by the universal

tone of the press, according him an unsullied honor, a high
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seose of public duty, persistence in right, which traits made him

a useful public servant in life and makes his death a national

loss.

Indiana mourns with the nation the loss of Wii^IvIAM S. Hov
MAN, and we seek consolation in the thought that for a lifetime

he served acceptably and well that nation; and now, after a

life's work devoted to her service, when he had overlapped that

three score years and ten allotted to man, he is suddenly called,

still in line of duty, and a grateful country lays him to rest, like

a weary sleeper, under the shadow of the oak beneath the myr-

tle on the green hillside of his native Indiana home, where the

weary sleeper may sleep on w^hile the forest bird sings over him

its sweetest song.

In this Chamber he fought his battles and culled his laurels;

he sleeps to-day in the heart of a grateful constituency. These

are honors supreme.

With a consciousness of duty well performed, with applause

of constituency and of country, with a long life of devotion to

his country's needs, with gratitude of citizens. States, and nation,

the heart of ambition is filled.
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Address of Mr, Clark,

Mr. Clark of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, Missouri lovingl}^ joins

Indiana in honoring the memory of Judge Holman, for he

belonged to the ^Yhole country even as he wrought during his

whole hfe wisely and patriotically for the good of the whole

country.

The geographical position of Indiana is ideal—in the heart of

the continent—her nothern shore washed by the Great Lakes

and her southern by the beautiful river as it sweeps down to the

Gulf.

From a period antedating the adoption of the Federal Con-

stitution she has been an object of intense interest to all our

people.

The prescience of Patrick Henry and Thomas Jefferson in

sending George Rogers Clark, "the Hannibal of the West," on

his glorious but hazardous expedition to the Wabash saved the

great Northwest Territory from British rule, and the unequaled

generosity of Virginia gave all that magnificent domain as a rich

freewill offering to the Union.

The battle of Tippecanoe is one of the most thrilling episodes

in our history, and made a hero and a President.

Indiana was one of three Northern States invaded by the Con-

federate armies during the civil war, and was the principal scene

of Gen. John H. Morgan's raid—the most astounding ride ever

made by any of the martial sons of Adam.

From the very beginning, Indiana has been opulent in states-

men, orators, and warriors.

It is axiomatic that any great upheaval among men—religious,

social, or pohtical—produces a race of giants.

The history of the revolution which l)egan with the repeal of
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the Missouri Compromise and ended with the adoption of the

fifteenth amendment is a notable illustration and confirmation

of that proposition.

Nowhere within the broad confines of the Republic was it

more clearly demonstrated than in Indiana.

The history of the country can not be truthfully and ade-

quately written without extended mention of George W. Julian,

Caleb B. Smith, Ashbel P. Willard, Richard W. Thompson,

Henry S. Lane, Jesse D. Bright, Oliver P. Morton, Thomas A.

Hendricks, Hugh McCulloch, Schuyler Colfax, Joseph E.

McDonald, "Blue Jeans" Williams, Benjamin Harrison, Michael

C. Kerr, William H. English, Isaac Pusey Gray, Conrad Baker,

Daniel W. Voorhees, Walter Q. Gresham, Albert G. Porter,

John W. Foster, David Turpie, and WiIvIvIAM S. Hoi^man.

These, together with their compeers, constitute an array of pub-

lic men of whom any country or age might well be proud.

The fact that Indiana is a "close State," and until quite

recently was both a
'

' pivotal
'

' and an '

' October State,
'

' has kept

her constantly in the public eye, and attached to the movements

and words of her leaders and her press an importance out of all

proportion to her population or her size. This state of affairs

was of measureless benefit to her political gladiators, for the

exigencies of their lives forced them to remain in a state of per-

petual training. The victories they achieved and the renown

they won furnish another proof of the truth of the old saying

that ' * practice makes perfect.
'

'

V/hen to her statesmen, soldiers, and jurists are added the

most popular novelist and the sweetest poet of the last quarter

of the nineteenth century, the measure of Indiana's glory is

complete.

Longer than any of his illustrious Indiana contemporaries was

Judge HoivMAN in public life, and, with two or three exceptions,
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all of the members of that historic group preceded him into the

unknown land.

For forty years he was the oilly man honored with his party's

nomination for Congress in his district—a thing unprecedented

in our annals. He was elected sixteen times out of a possible

twenty. For more than thirty years he was a member, and

always a conspicuous member, of the House—a length of service

in this body never equaled by any other man.

As to Congressional reputation, Representatives may be

divided into three classes—those smaller than their reputations,

those equal to their reputations, and those' greater than their

reputations.

Before I came hither, there were men here whom I had critic-

ally considered from afar off, some of whom I had learned to

admire. Close inspection and personal contact taught me that

certain of them were largely creatures of the imagination, and

shrank amazingly when seen and heard in the flesh; others were

drawn true to life; and still others, whose names rarely figured

in the pubhc press, were men of commanding talents and vast

influence here.

Great as was his reputation, Judge Holman was greater still.

His reputation was that of an " objector
'

' and an '

'
economist

'

"a cheeseparing economist," as he was spitefully called by

divers persons exceedingly prodigal of other people's money,

and whose raids upon the Treasury had been stopped by the

courageous Indianian. But while he was the great objector

and great economist—in which roles he has had many imitators

but no equals—he was something more. He was a statesman,

a patriot, a philanthropist of broad and enlightened views.

He did not object to members' bills because he wished to

impede their progress up "the steep where Fame's proud tem-

ple shines afar." Nor did he do so for his own glory, but from
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a settled conviction that it was for the general welfare. The

magnificence of a propo.sed. object never blinded his clear vision

for one moment to a perfect realization of the important fact

that every dollar spent here, where we speak only of millions,

meant a long, hard day's toil by some citizen of the Republic

somewhere; and his name should be forever held as sacred by

the toilers of the land, for he always stood their friend, bravely

and unselfishly.

How he happened to select economy as his peculiar field of

endeavor, I do not know. I always intended to inquire of him,

to satisfy my own curiosit}^ and as a study in psychology. He
certainly did not do so expecting to derive pleasure from the

performance of his self-imposed and lifelong task, for it is an

ungracious act, sure to breed enemies, to thwart a brother legis-

lator's desires. No man, I verily believe, would voluntarily

adopt such a course and assume such a burden except for an

overpowering sense of public duty.

We all understand that this distasteful work must be done

somehow, some time, by somebody. Consequentl}^ nearly all of

us are spasmodically or periodically objectors and economists.

We do piecemeal and at intervals what Judge H01.MAN did

wholesale and habitually.

Some object occasionally out of dislike to the men standing

sponsors for a bill, or because they are not enamored of the

locality to be benefited, but Judge HoIvMAn's spirit of econ-

omy was universal—like charity, it never failed. He was no

respecter of persons or of parties. Political opinions did not pre-

judice him. Personal friendships could not beguile him. If he

deemed a bill vicious, he objected, and there was an end of it.

With absolute impartiality he laid his hand upon measures of

Democrats, Republicans, Greenbackers, and Populists, and they

withered at his touch.
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If all the money he saved the people were expressed in silver

dollars, there would be enough of them to pave a shining path-

way from Marthas Vineyard to 'the Golden Gate; if in one-dol-

lar bills, there would be a sufficiency to carpet the entire State

of Indiana in lovely green; if in gold, there would be more of it

than there is in the Treasury of the United States.

Judge Holman was constantly on the lookout for recruits for

his little band of Treasury guards, and he was quick to applaud

a desire for economy in young members. ^

Many pleasant things happened to me in my first term here.

I received my quantum sufficit of abuse, perhaps more than my

quantum meruit of praise. One of the most grateful recollec-

tions of those two years' service was connected with Judge Hov
MAN. The compliment which I most appreciated fell from his

lips.

One hot day in August, 1894, my good friend Governor

Sayers, of Texas, who was then chairman of the Committee

on Appropriations, deputized me to lead the fight against a bill

of very questionable character involving thousands of dollars.

The battle lasted a long time; at least it appeared long to me.

When the bill was defeated Judge Hoi^man was dehghted. He

slapped me on the back and said, "Young man, you are a

trump!" I was greatly gratified by his approval, for "praise

from Sir Hubert is praise indeed.
'

' I considered his performance

as a sort of laying on of political apostolic hands, and came to

regard him with filial affection.

I shall forever count it among the choicest blessings of ni}' life

that I was permitted to know this venerable sage and was

deemed by him worthy to be ranked among his friends.

In November, 1896, when the election returns were coming in,

after my own district there was none from which I w^atched the

news more eagerly than from Judge HoiyMAN's. I rejoiced
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exceedingly when he was elected. Even if his friends could

have read in the Book of Fate that he was so soon to go to his

reward, still they would have been happy at his success, for

there was no place so fit for him to die in as the capital of the

nation, no manner of final departure so suitable to this grand

old man as to die with the harness on his back.

So long as liberty has a devotee, so long as representative gov-

ernment has a friend, so long as honesty has a practitioner, so

long as it shall be more difficult to earn money than to squander

it, so long should the fame of W11.1.1AM S. Hoi^man be care-

fully treasured by the great body of the American people as a

part of the priceless heritage of the Republic
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ADDRESS OF MR, WHEELER OF ALABAMA.

Mr. WhkkIvER of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, when we approach

the Capitol and see the flag waving midway of the staff, our

hearts almost stop beating as with painful thoughts we wonder

which of our fellow-members has met the stern master of death.

Should he be a new member, but few of his confreres may have

made his acquaintance, and the shock of the presence of death

may be less than where it concerns one who has been an associate

for years.

When the half-masted flag was unfurled on April 22 it told us

that W11.LIAM S. Holman, the father of the House, the member

who had been before the country and the world for forty years,

had peacefully passed away forever—a man better known than

any other to every member of this body, and one whose public

career embraced as many years as form the entire life of many

of his fellow-Congressmen.

Even before the excitement and turmoil which resulted in the

terrible war between the States Judge Holman was elected a

member of the House of Representatives, and he continued as

such except for brief periods, when, by the enactments of a hos-

tile legislature, his district was so changed as to make the elec-

tion of any Democrat impossible.

During this long period of his service from the beginning to

the end he was always prominent in his defense of Democratic

principles and Democratic legislation.

He took a prominent part in opposing the national-bank law.

During the consideration and discussion of that measure in
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1863, and the amendments thereto in 1864, we find Mr. Hoi.-

MAN portraying its evils and seeking to lessen them by various

amendments. He demanded, with all the fervor and eloquence

of youth, that the Government bonds should be taxed and that

the necessaries of life be admitted free from tariff burdens.

He took the lead in advocacy of the income-tax law of a third

of a century ago; with all vehemence he opposed its repeal.

He always opposed laws which either directly or indirectly

caused contraction of the currency, and during his entire life

he demanded the free coinage of silver and that it be treated by

Congress and the Executive the same as gold.

For forty years he was foremost in demanding economy in

the administration of the Government and that appropriations

should be limited to its necessary and actual needs.

He was gentle as a woman, but relentless and determined in

asserting and laboring for his convictions and impressing them

upon all legislation which fell under his control or upon which

he could exercise influence.

Such was WiiviviAM S. Holman, brave, honest, true, and fear-

less. He was respected by all, loved by all, revered by all.

The distinctive qualities which characterized his entire life won

the approval and applause of the people, and upon more than

one occasion he was the decided choice of very many, and pos-

sibly the majority of Democrats of the United States, for the

highest office within their gift. That he would have been a

very strong candidate before the people, and that he would have

made a most excellent Chief Executive there can be no doubt.

All who love the principles of a pure democratic republic will

cherish the name of Wii^liam S. HoIvMAn.

Let the memory of such a statesman and defender of the best

interests of the people be kept green forever.
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May he realize as he hes in his tomb that his Ufe's work is

appreciated b}^ his countrymen.^ May the gentle breezes which

sweep over his grave always be music to his ears. May the per-

fume of the flowers be sweet to him. May peace and happiness

be his share throughout eternity.



Address of Mr. Cox of Teiinessee. 95

Address of Mr, Cox,

Mr. Cox. Mr. Speaker, I feel truly privileged in being per-

mitted in this the House of Representatives of the United States

to pay my humble tribute to the memory and worth of Judge

H01.MAN. My personal acquaintance commenced in the Fifty-

second Congress, but I had known of him long before I ever met

him. He is a part of our history for the last thirty years.

What can a man say of a dead friend that expresses what he

feels? What can a man say of a good great man who has faith-

fully served his people that does the dead statesman justice?

In our past we all have a great pride, and in our future great

hope. Behind us our warriors lie buried, and the great leaders

of civil and religious liberty have passed away. Yet I do not

despair that our country will not produce others just as worthy

and great. There is but one rule I know of that is universal in

its application in the proper governing of man's conduct, and

that is absolute devotion to our convictions of duty. Whether

these convictions arise in our family relations and extend to

every relation, no higher rule can be found than '

' do our duty. '

'

If they arise in our relations with our country or people, no

rule of action rises higher, and no conduct more worthy, than a

true, full, and complete fulfillment of what is our duty. No
man will make a failure who obeys it. No man will be great

who breaks it. He may glitter for a while under false light,

but eternal truth will unfold him. No man can be a good

Representative who has no regard for the performance of his

duties.

May I not ask every man who knew Judge H01.MAN if in all

their knowledge they ever saw a more devoted man to his
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duties? A man made up and molded in the ideas of om

fathers. A man cast in the mo\d of simplicity and truth. A

man trained with the love of country hanging about him like a

garment. Some say rugged truthfulness. Truth needs no

adornment. Plain with his fellow-man. Sincerity needs no

assistance. Plain in speech, but strong in truth, honesty, and

devotion. He may not have had the beauty of words, when

such beauty alone consists in their use, but he had that which

is much better—courage behind w^hat he said, and the good of

his fellow-man at heart.

He served more years in this body than any man that has

lived. He was worth his weight in jewels in protecting the

purse of the nation. He lived, he worked here in this arena

for over thirty years. In war and in peace, in prosperity and

adversity, not one breath of suspicion ever touched his charac-

ter. No charge of corruption was ever heard against Judge

HoLMAN. No combines, no trades, no collusion ever controlled

him. He hved to a ripe old age, and now we see him as a true

patriot, a devoted father, a warm friend, and a legislator that

any and all may emulate and be proud of.

Our old landmarks are falling fast. New influences are at

work. Wealth and avarice are gods, and even where nothing

but love of country should exist these serpents are stinging out

our vitals. May we have bold, fearless, honest men hke Judge

HoLMAN to pull out the fangs of these cold enemies of human

liberty.
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Address of Mr, Sulzer,

Mr. SUI.ZKR. Mr. Speaker, from time immemorial, through-

out all the ages, in all civilized nations, it has been customary

for a grateful people to praise their illustrious dead and com-

m.emorate their acts, their deeds, and their achievements. In

my opinion it is fitting and proper that this ancient and time-

honored usage should never be departed from, and in all the

years to come should be strictly adhered to, especially in this

free land of ours. In harmony with this sentiment and on this

sad occasion I desire to pay a just and deserved tribute to our

late colleague, Judge Holman.
William S. Holman was one of the men of the century.

He was a grand old man. He was a great man. He died in

the ripeness of his years full of honor. He was a ripe scholar,

a learned and able jurist, an experienced legislator, a broad and
hberal-minded man, a good citizen, and a distinguished states-

man. He belonged to the old school, and was one of the last

of his class. For over half a century he served his constituents,

his State, the country, and the people. He was a rugged man

—

strong in body and in mind—sturdy, sincere, and always stead-

fast. He had fixed principles, and he adhered to them without

a deviation. He loved truth and honor and character.

He had strong convictions, and the inflexible courage to

uphold and maintain them. He believed in the plain people,

always kept in touch with them, and made their cause his

own. He was the friend of the poor, of the toiler, of the wage
earner, of the oppressed, and of the downtrodden. He cham-
pioned the right, combated the wrong. He was on the side

of every cause that was right and needed assistance. He stren-

uously fought every wrong that needed resistance. He was
H. Doc, 321 7
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always on the side of the people and battled for their rights.

He was their idol, their spokesman; he knew all their hopes,

all their fears, and all their aspirations. He was a Lincoln-Hke

man—kind, just, and sympathetic. A man of the people and

for the people—a true American.

He was not only a great man, but he was as true a man

as ever breathed. Yet with all his greatness he had a simple,

homely way, typical of true worth and characteristic of genu-

ine American manhood. He was a hard worker, tireless and

indefatigable. He succeeded in accompUshing things. He

was an able parliamentarian and one of the most distinguished

legislators of his time. In debate he was seldom eloquent,

but he was always quick and alert and ever ready. No one

ever caught him napping. He had a genial, gentle nature,

a happy, sunshiny disposition, and a sweet, lovable character.

He was always the friend of young men, ever ready and wilhng

to advise and help them. But above all, and beyond all, he

was an honest man, the noblest work of God.

Judge HoivMAN's name for years was a household word.

From one end of the land to the other he was known either

personally or by reputation. By reason of his opposition to

reckless and extravagant appropriations he saved the country

milhons and millions of dollars. How much can never be

estimated, and, of course, will never be known. But every

dollar saved lessened the burdens of the taxpayers, earned for

him the endearing thanks of the people, and estabhshed his

name as the "Great Objector" and the "Watchdog of the

Treasury."

The great works he performed for all the people made him

feared and disliked by the few whose schemes he checked and

defeated. It was a thankless task, a never-ending work. But

he never faltered and he never hesitated. He saw his duty, and

without fear or favor he dared to do it. He knew his cause was
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just, and that time, which levels all things, would justify hi^

course.

He was an original man. He had no predecessors. He may
have imitators, but he will have no successor. His work was
his own. He carved out his own career; his field of endeavor

was all his own making. He was the architect of his own
triumphs.

A great man is dead, and a grateful people mourn their loss.

A great light has gone out forever, and we shall not look upon
his like again.

He was not a man of war—not a military man. He was a

great civic hero. His victories were the victories of peace, not

the triumphs of battle. He did not lead an army, but he fought

for the masses, and against the encroachments of their rights.

He was a leader of the plain people, and struggled day in and

day out, year in and year out, to keep the Government within

their control.

He believed in the principles of Thomas Jefferson. He knew
the power for evil of concentrated wealth. He saw the tend-

ency of the times, the drift of legislation, and he reahzed the

danger to the Republic of a governmental policy which robs the

many for the benefit of the few, and by indirection and under

color of law makes the rich richer and the poor poorer. He
knew that such a poHcy must sooner or later enslave the masses

and destroy free institutions. Here he took his stand. He
could not do otherwise.

He was the implacable foe of trusts and monopolies, and

denounced them at all times and in unmeasured terms. He
believed in equal rights to all, special privileges to none. He
did not beheve in taxing one man for the benefit of another.

He stood for equal opportunities for all, injustice to none.

He believed that all men are created equal, and that govern-

ments derive their just powers from the consent of the governed.
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He often stood alone, but he saw with a clear vision that the

gradual infringement of these fundamental principles of the

people menaced the stability of the Republic and threatened

the perpetuity of free government.

Would that there were more men like William vS. Holman.

It would be better for the people and better for the country.

The Republic would endure longer.

He was not a demagogue, but he was a fearless, honest, incor-

ruptible patriot. He hated cant, false pretense, hypocrisy, and

cared nothing lot the hate, the criticism, or the ridicule of the

men whose attempts to filch the Treasury he detected and pre-

vented. He worked on with a fixed and determined purpose.

He knew he was right. His courage in the face of obstacles

was magnificent. He never turned back. He never cringed

or fawmed to power or wealth that thrift might follow. A half

century in public hfe, and a poor man. That tells the story,

and the whole story. Grand record—noble record!

He was a wise and a just man in all things. He was as pure

and as disinterested a patriot as ever lived. His life and his

example will be an inspiration to all who follow after him.

What a lesson we can learn from his career !
He trusted the

people, and they trusted him. He was true to his trust, true

to the people, and they were true to him. He had principles,

and he fearlessly proclaimed them. He had convictions, and

he never subordinated them for a temporary advantage, no mat-

ter how great or alluring it might be. He was sincere and hon-

est in all he did. He loved the plain people, and he loved his

country. He never forgot that he was a servant of the people,

sent to Congress to serve them and protect and preserve their

rights. He was always true to himself, and he knew that then

he could not be false to any man, any duty, or any obligation.

IvCt us follow in his footsteps; let us take his example as our

bright, guiding star for the work we have before us, for the

work that we nuist do.
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Mr. Speaker, there are gentlemen here who knew Judge
HolmAN longer and better than I knew him. But no one in

this House to-day appreciated him more, respected him more,

or loved him more. I grieve with his friends and his relatives.

I have lost a sincere friend, one of the best friends a man ever had.

It is not my purpose to sketch Judge Holman's long and
honorable career. Others have done that better and more elo-

quently than I can do it. They have told the story of his long

and eventful hfe, of the great work he has done, of all that he

accompHshed and achieved, of the good he did in the world, and
of his struggles for fifty years to make mankind better, happier,

and more prosperous. The world is better because this man
lived. He will be sadly missed. His place can not be filled.

Mr. Speaker, W11.1.IAM S. H01.MAN is no more. His career

on earth is finished. His work is done. He has fought the

good fight; he has run his course; he has kept the faith. He
needs no monument of marble or brass. A grateful people, to

whose service he dedicated his Hfe, will keep his memory green.

In his battle for the rights of man he wrote his name high in

the world's temple of fame. The American historian will

accord him a prominent place among the great men of this cen-

tury. He builded better than he knew. His monument will

be in the enduring hearts of his grateful countrymen, and, as

the years come and go, it will grow larger and greater and
grander and brighter, until

—

His deeds become his monument.
Better than brass or stone;

They leave his name on Glory's roll.

Unrivaled and alone.

The resolutions were adopted unanimously.

The House then (at 4 o'clock and 57 minutes p. m. ) adjourned
until Monday, July 12, at 12 o'clock noon.
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ApRII, 22, 1897.

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J.

Browning, its Chief Clerk, communicated to the Senate the

intelligence of the death of Wii^IvIAM S. Hoi^man, late a mem-
ber of the House from the State of Indiana, and transmitted

the resolutions of the House thereon.

The Vick-PrBSIdknT. The Chair lays before the Senate the

resolutions passed by the House of Representatives; which will

be read.

The Secretary read as follows:

In The Housk of Rkprksen'Tativks,

April 22, iSpy.

Resolved, That the House has heard with profound sorrow
of the death of Hon. Wili^iam S. Hoi^man, late a Representa-

tive of Indiana.

Resolved, That a committee of ten members of the House be
appointed by the Speaker, to act with such Senators as may
be selected, to attend the funeral of the deceased; that the

Sergeant-at-Arms of the House shall take order for superin-

tending the funeral of the deceased at his home, and that the

necessary expenses attending the execution of this order shall

be paid out of the contingent fund of the House.
Resolved, That as a mark of respect to his memory the House

do now adjourn.

Resolved, That the Clerk communicate these resolutions to

the Senate.

The Speaker announced the appointment, under the second
resolution, of Mr. McMilhn, Mr. De Armond, Mr. Zenor,

Mr. Stark, Mr. Robinson of Indiana, Mr. Danford, Mr. Brom-
well, Mr. Ellis, Mr. Crumpacker, and Mr. Alexander as the

103
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committee on the part of the House to take charge of the funeral

arrangements.

Mr. TuRPiK. Mr. President, I offer the resolutions which I

send to the desk.

The Vick-PrKSIdknt. The resolutions submitted by the

Senator from Indiana will be read.

The Secretary read the resolutions, as follows:

Resolved, That the Senate has heard with deep sensibility the

announcement of the death of Hon. WilIvIAm S. H01.MAN, late

a Representative from the State of Indiana.

Resolved, That a committee of five Senators be appointed by

the Vice-President to join the committee appointed on the part

of the House of Representatives to attend the funeral of the

deceased.

Resolved, That the Secretary communicate these resolutions

to the House of Representatives.

The VicK-PrESIDENT. The question is on the adoption of

the resolutions submitted by the Senator from Indiana.

The resolutions were unanimously agreed to.

The Vice-President announced the appointment, under the

second resolution, of Mr. Turpie, Mr. Fairbanks, Mr. Spooner,

Mr. Kyle, and Mr. Rawlins as the committee on the part of the

Senate to attend the funeral of the deceased Representative.

Mr. Turpie. Mr. President, the irreparable loss to the pubhc

service and the country is too recent for any present expression

of our grief. I shall, sir, at the proper time ask the Senate to

designate a day for hearing memorials on the public career and

services of the very distinguished statesman whose demise has

l)een notified to us. For the present, out of respect to his mem-

ory, I move that the Senate do now adjourn.

The motion was unanimously agreed to; and (at 4 o'clock

and 12 minutes p. m. ) the vSenato adjourned until Monday,

April 26, 1897, at 12 o'clock meridian.
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December 7, 1897.

Mr. TuRPiE. I ask unanimous consent of the Senate that a

special order be made setting aside 3 o'clock on Friday, the 17th

of December, for memorial exercises, in honor of Hon. Wii^IvIAm

S. HolmAN, a deceased member of the House of Representa-

tives from the State of Indiana.

The Vice-President. Is there objection to the request of

the Senator from Indiana? The Chair hears none, and that

order will be made.

December 17, 1897.

Mr. TuRPiE. Mr. President, I call for the special order, the

memorial services in honor of the late Hon. William S.

HoLMAN, and I ask unanimous consent that the prayer of

the Chaplain, delivered this morning, may be printed in the

Record as apart of the exercises.

The Vice-President. There being no objection made to the

request of the Senator from Indiana, that order will be made.

The prayer is as follows:

Hearken to our devout and earnest prayers, O lyord God, in

behalf of Thy servants, the Senators from South Carolina.

Restore them to health and soundness. Bless the means which

are being used for their recovery to health. Grant them quie-

tude of mind and peace.

As the Senate pays its tribute to the memory of a venerable

and eminent member of the House of Representatives, grant

that a solemn sense of our mortality may rest upon every heart,

and that we may so apply our hearts unto wisdom as that,

when the time for our change shall come, we may be gathered

in peace and pass to Thy right hand. Through Jesus Christ,

our Saviour. Amen.
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Mr. TuRPiK. I ask the Chair to lay before the Senate the

resolutions of the House of Representatives.

The VicK-PrKSIdknT. The Chair lays before the Senate the

resolutions of the House of Representatives, which will be read.

The Secretary read the resolutions, as follows:

In the Housk op Rkprksentativks,

fuly 8, iSg'j.

Resolved, That the business of the House be now suspended

that opportunity may be given for tributes to the memory of

Hon. Wiivi^iAM S. H01.MAN, late a Representative from the

State of Indiana.

Resolved, That as a mark of respect to the memory of the

deceased and in recognition of his eminent abilities as a distin-

guished public servant the House, at the conclusion of these

memorial proceedings, shall stand adjourned.

Resolved, That the Clerk communicate these resolutions to the

Senate.

Resolved, That the Clerk be instructed to communicate a copy

of these resolutions to the family of the deceased.

Mr. TuRPiB. Mr. President, I submit the resolutions which I

send to the desk.

The Secretary read the resolutions, as follows:

Resolved, That the Senate has heard with profound sorrow

the announcement of the death of Hon. Wieliam S. Holman,

late a Representative from the State of Indiana.

Resolved, That the business of the Senate be now suspended

in order that fitting tribute may be paid to his memory.

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be transmitted by

the Secretary of the Senate to the family of the deceased; and

that as a further mark of respect the Senate will, at the conclu-

sion of these ceremonies, stand adjourned.

The resolutions were unanimously agreed to.
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Address of Mr. Fairbanks.

Mr. Fairbanks. Mr. President, I rise to pay my tribute to

the memory of W11.1.IAM vSteki^K HoIvMAN, late a member of

Congress from the State of Indiana.

I regret that I can not speak of him from the fullness which

comes of long personal association and friendship, for I had the

privilege and pleasure of meeting him but once, and that was at

the opening of the last session of Congress. Our ways in life

had been apart. We were opposed in our political associations

and party sympathies; so that I am unable to speak of him

except as I knew him through others and through his official

acts, which have become a part of the country's history.

Mr. H01.MAN was born in a log cabin in Dearborn County,

Ind.
,
September 6, 1822, and died in the city of Washington,

D. C, April 22, 1897.

His mother was a daughter of Judge Richard M. Masterson,

of Carrollton, Ky. , an influential citizen of that State. It is

said that she was possessed of a liberal education and that she

was a lady of strong character and superior attainments.

His father. Judge Jesse ly. Holman, was educated for the bar

under the tutorage of Henry Clay. In 18 10, soon after his

admission to the bar, he removed to Indiana, where he entered

upon the practice of his profession. His ability as a young

lawyer was quickly recognized, and he was early appointed

prosecuting attorney of Dearborn County. He became a mem-

ber of the Territorial legislature in 18 14 and was chosen speaker

of the body. His legislative experience led to his selection as

circuit judge, and upon the admission of the Territory to state-

hood he was promoted to a position on the supreme bench by
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appointment of the governor. After acceptable service for four-

teen years in the highest judicial tribunal of his adopted State,

he resumed the practice of the law. But a few years later, in

1834, he was called to the United States district bench of Indi-

ana by President Jackson, and there served with general satis-

faction to the bar and the people until his death in 1842. He

was distinguished for his strong sense of public duty and for the

soundness of his judgments. Thirty-one years of his hfe were

devoted to the pubHc service.

It was from this ancestry that Wii^wam STKKI.K Holman

came. From father and mother he inherited those traits of

character which made him one of the trusted and illustrious

men of his time; conservative in judgment, patient and exhaust-

less in research, and true to his convictions. He came of an

ancestry devoted to the public service, and was early possessed

of a desire to serve his countrymen in honorable station.

Young H01.MAN was educated in the public schools and

Franklin College, and then became a school-teacher, as an aid

to entrance to the bar. His admission to the bar was moved in

1843, when he had but reached his majority. The same year

he received a rare distinction by being called to the position of

probate judge of his native county.

In 1849 he was elected prosecuting attorney, and the follow-

ing year was chosen a delegate to the constitutional convention

of Indiana, a most exacting and important ofhce. The conven-

tion was composed of men of more than ordinary ability and

force of character, some of whom rose to national prominence.

There were Schuyler Colfax and Thomas A. Hendricks, who

became Vice-Presidents of the United States; William H. Eng-

lish, once a candidate for that high office; Alvin P. Hovey, late

governor of Indiana; John Pettit and Horace P. Biddle, supreme
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judges; Robert Dale Owen, William McKee Dunn, Michael G.

Bright, James Lockhart, and others who wrought honorable

careers in the service of the State—men of profound learning

and orators of high rank. Fortunate indeed the State which

had such men to fashion its organic law. In this assembly

of able men, with perhaps nowhere else a counterpart, Mr.

HoLMAN sustained himself with ease and honor.

He was elected to the general assembly which convened in

185 1, the first after the adoption of the new^ constitution, and

there vindicated the confidence of his constituency by his devo-

tion to the performance of his legislative duties.

Official honors fell fast upon him, and in 1852 he was elected

to the common pleas bench of his district. The discharge of his

judicial functions still further strengthened his hold upon the

people and opened to him a wider field of effort and usefulness.

In 1859 he entered Congress, where he early won favorable

attention and continued to grow in the respect of the country.

His repeated return to his seat in the House of Representatives,

with but two exceptions, from his entrance to his death marks

an exceptional Congressional tenure.

I take pride, Mr. President, in bearing testimony to the many

virtues of this distinguished representative of my State. His

public career was of unusual length; his life was virtually de-

voted to the cause of his countrymen. In the highest and best

sense he was a servant of the people.

He lived in a State where political divisions have been

unusually sharp and at a time when party feeling ran high,

and it is quite natural that during a term of service spanning

fully forty years his public acts should have been at times

harshly criticised and his motives subjected to ungenerous

interpretation, but I believe the undivided judgment of his
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contemporaries, without regard to party affiliations, is that he

possessed a high sense of civic duty, to which he yielded

unfailing loyal obedience, and that no stain ever touched his

official garments.

Born amidst the hardships and vicissitudes of pioneer hfe,

he early learned the lessons of industry and frugality, and

these he carried into the public service. His early school

was the one in which the best citizens are reared and the

profoundest statesmen are tutored. He was an apt student of

nature; it taught him the invaluable lesson of the universal

brotherhood of man. He was sympathetic, and from the

beginning made the cause of his neighbors his own. Between

them there was a mutual confidence which endured. The

trust and faith in him which his constituency repeatedly

expressed from early manhood to his lamented death was a

sublime tribute which surpasses what we may utter here

to-day. Those who knew him best trusted him most. What

more need be said?

My tribute is to those qualities, those attributes which

enlist the admiration of political adversaries—honesty, indus-

try, and exalted purpose. I do not withhold it because of

an irreconcilable difference in our political convictions. PoUt-

ical parties are undivided as to purpose—the highest and best

welfare of the country; their differences arise as to the best

method of obtaining the end.

As a member of the bar, he was diligent and successful;

as a judge, he was conscientious in his research, impartial and

fearless in his judgments; as a member of the constitutional

convention, he left the impress of his genius upon the organic

law of his native State; as a member of the legislature and

of Congress, he addressed himself to the people's service with

commendable ardor and single purpose.
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When the integrity of the country was in debate, Mr.

HoivMAN took the side of the Union, and against the judg-

ment of many of his party advisers; he foresaw better than

they, and was resolute in his support of national unity.

He lived in the most interesting period of our national his-

tory, and from his entrance to the House of Representatives to

his death was a prominent figure among the eminent men of his

time.

Mr. Blaine has left his measure of his work: "His elTorts,"

said he, "were steadily and persistently directed to the enforce-

ment of public economy; the country owes him a debt of grati-

tude for the integrity, intelligence, and simplicity with which

he has illustrated a most honorable career as representative of

the people.
'

' Praise from Sir Hubert is praise indeed

!

He raised his standard of exalted duty in public place, and to

it remained inflexibly true. He was possessed of superb moral

courage, and his purpose once set, he was immovable. The
stock of which he came was strong, rugged. It laid the broad

foundation for a mighty empire of wealth, of power, of intelli-

gence in the great Mississippi Valley. He was a type of which

there are too few.

Mr. President, we reluctantly retire from the contemplation

of a character so illustrious in achievement and devotion to the

cause of his countrymen. He has richly earned the "Well

done, thou good and faithful servant," and the repose which

crowns an honest life.
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Address of Mr. Mills,

Mr. Mills. Mr. President, when I first came to Congress,

many 3xars ago, I made the acquaintance of Hon. William S.

Holman. He was then a member of the House of Representa-

tives and one of its prominent leaders. It was easy to be seen

that he was a laborious student. He was famiHar with all the

subjects that belong to the legislation of our Government, and

w^ell informed in all branches of its history. His abihty as a

statesman was recognized by everyone, and that ability he

devoted to the welfare of his country and the perpetuity of its

institutions. There w^as never any doubt as to which side of

any public question he would espouse. He w^as a Democrat of

the old school. He beheved that the mission of Government

was to secure to everyone under its authority every right. He

looked with a jealous eye on all legislation. He openly chal-

lenged every attempt to cross the boundary that separates the

jurisdiction of the Government from that of the citizen. He

beheved that with liberty secured, all other blessings would

come as legitimate results of her beneficent reign.

Grounded on that faith, he was ever found in opposition to all

schemes of paternahsm. He believed with the great statesmen

who founded the party to which he belonged that economy in

government was the greatest of public virtues; that extrav-

agance led to corruption, and corruption to the loss of all that

government was designed to secure. Hence he was found chal-

lenging every measure that proposed unnecessary expenditure.

Many of those he consigned to the tomb by sitting in his seat

and watching, and when the decisive moment came speaking

out firmly,
'

' I object.
'

' I have often seen members beg, entreat,
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and implore him to withdraw his objection and let the House
consider their bills, but nothing could move him.

His famiharity with the details of legislation, his love of work,

and his disposition to investigate closely all proposed appropria-

tions of public money were qualities that well adapted him to

the Committee on Appropriations, of which he was a member as

long as I remained in the House. A part of the time, when his

party was in the majority, he was its chairman. In each branch

of Congress that committee is the most laborious, and upon its

shoulders are laid the heaviest responsibihties of legislation.

Every expenditure, just and unjust, raps at its doors for admis-

sion. Oftentimes appropriations are pressed by Representatives,

Senators, officials of the different Departments, and persons out-

side the public service. It is very important to have that com-
mittee composed of legislators who can say "No," however
strongly they may be importuned.

Judge H01.MAN could do that, and, having said the word,
could stick to it with a smile on his face. He knew how to say

"No" without offending. To every item in an appropriation

bill he gave a rigorous and painstaking investigation. Many of

them went from that investigation to the wastebasket, many
of them were severely pruned, and all of them brought within

the limits of just expenditure. No item, however small, ever

escaped his eye, and when the bill carrying multiplied millions

was reported to the House for passage he was always in his

place, thoroughly informed and ready to defend it against all

comers and equally ready to assail every item proposed to be
added by any member of the House.

He has been called the
'

' Watchdog of the Treasury, '

' and was
well worthy to wear all the honors that word impHes. I,ike a

faithful sentinel, he challenged every comer who proposed to

draw upon the public vaults. Millions of money was saved to
H. Doc. 321 8
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the public Treasury while he was on the committee that guarded

it, and the people whose rights he watched over with such sleep-

less eyes never knew how great was the debt they owed him.

Judge HolmAN was constant in his attendance on the House.

He spoke often, never long, but always to the point. He had

no humor in his soul, no imagery in his imagination. He dwelt

in a world of facts, and he never tried to go beyond its bound-

aries. An examination of the Record will show that nearly

all his utterances were on the subject of economy in the public

expenditures. I can not recall the fact that he ever spoke on

taxation, currency, public indebtedness, or foreign relations.

He had fixed and riveted convictions on all these subjects, and

always supported the measures of his party, but he seemed to

have no inchnation to discuss them.

His public life was a demonstration of the truth that to be

thoroughly informed on any subject one must devote all his

time to it. On one occasion I heard him for twenty minutes

discuss the foreign pohcy of our country as it had been defined

by our predecessors, and he not only astonished everyone around

him, but charmed them as well. He was a party man, but not

a partisan. He had little or no party combativeness. He did

not seek the encounter with his party opponents, and when it

was offered to him, as it sometimes was, he would waive the

invitation away with a smile. He disliked the tilt. He turned

away from hard words. His disposition was kindly and amiable.

In his intercourse with his fellow-man he was as gentle as a

child, but in carrying out what he believed to be right he was

as immovable as a mountain.

One who knew no more of Judge Holman than what he heard

in the short speeches in the House might come to the conclusion

that he was only an accountant, trained at some bureau of one

of the Departments to scrutinize its expenditures and disapprove
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improper allowances. But one who knew him personally, who

lived in close association with him and shared in his social

hours, would soon find that error dispelled. He would soon

see that he was an able and ready lawyer and well read in the

history and literature of his country.

No man could have held his place as a Representative as long

as he did unless he was a man of superior ability and had with

it a character that commanded the confidence and affection of

those who so often commissioned him to represent them in the

councils of the nation.

Indiana, as she lays him to rest in her bosom, may well say

of him, "He was an honest man, a good citizen, a faithful Rep-

resentative, and his record as a public servant is one of which

his country, his family, and his friends may well be proud."
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ADDRESS OF Mr. COCKRELL.

Mr. CoCKRKiviv. Mr. President, William S. Holman, to

whose memory and worth it is my sad duty to-day to bear will-

ing tribute, was born in Dearborn County, Ind., on September

6, 1822, and died April 22, 1897, in his 75th year.

He inherited, from his able and distinguished father. Judge

Jesse L. Holman, and a cultured and noble mother, a heaUhy

body and a sound, vigorous mind—the richest and most valua-

ble inheritance.

His father located in the Indiana Territory, in Dearborn

County, in 1810; was a lawyer by profession; was prosecuting

attorney for his county; member and speaker of the Territorial

legislature, and one of the two Territorial judges.

On the admission of the Territory of Indiana into the Union

as a State ini8i6 he was appointed one of the supreme judges

of the State and served as such fourteen years. In 1834 Presi-

dent Jackson appointed him United States district judge, which

high position he held up to his death in 1842.

He was an able lawyer, a learned, just, impartial, and incor-

ruptible judge, and a worthy exemplar, who devoted thirty-one

years of his useful life to the public service. William S.

Holman, the worthy son of an illustrious father, was reared

in a legal and political atmosphere, which naturally led him to

choose the law as his profession and to seek the public service.

In early life he united with the Baptist Church, remained a

communicant to his death, and was for years a teacher in the

Sabbath school.

In his twenty-first year he married Miss Abigail Knopp, a

lady of high character and liberal attainments.
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He was admitted to the bar in 1843, in the same year

was elected probate judge of his county.

In 1849 he was chosen prosecuting attorney of his district.

In 1850 he was elected a delegate from his county to the con-

stitutional convention of his State.

In 1 85 1, the first election under the new constitution, he was

elected a member of the lower house of his State legislature,

and, though among the youngest members, was made chairman

of the judiciary committee.

In 1852 he was elected judge of the common pleas court of

his district.

In 1854 was nominated by the Democratic Congressional

convention of his district as a candidate for Congress and was

defeated.

In 1856 he was a candidate for the nomination for Represent-

ative in Congress and was defeated for the nomination.

In 1858 he was again the candidate for the nomination for

Congress, was nominated and elected to the Thirty-sixth Con-

gress, 1859-1861, from the Fourth Congressional district.

In i860 he was the nominee and elected to the Thirty-seventh

Congress, 1861-1863, and to the Thirty-eighth Congress, 1863-

1865; was defeated for the nomination in 1864 for the Thirty-

ninth Congress, and nominated and elected to the Fortieth Con-

gress, 1 867-1869, from the same district.

In 1868 the Congressional districts had been redistricted, and

he was nominated and elected to the Forty-first Congress, 1869-

187 1, from the Third district, and to the Forty-second Congress,

1871-1873, and to the Forty-third Congress, 1873-1875, from

the same district.

In 1874, the State having been again redistricted, he was

nominated and elected to the Forty-fourth Congress, 1 875-1 877,

from the Fifth district.
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In 1876 and 1878 he was the nominee for Congress, and de-

feated b}' that gallant soldier and able and eloquent campaigner,

Gen. Thomas M. Browne.

In 1880 he was again the nominee, and elected to the Fort3'-

seventh Congress, 1 881-1883, and was successively nominated

and elected to the Forty-eighth Congress, 1 883-1 885, and to the

Fort3^-ninth, Fiftieth, Fifty-first, Fifty-second, and Fifty-third

Congresses, 1885-1895.

In 1894, the year of general Democratic disaster and defeat,

he was the nominee, and defeated, but remained undismayed

and unswer\4ng in his devotion to the true principles of his

party.

In 1896 he was again the nominee, and triumphantly vindicated

by his election to the Fifty-fifth Congress, 1897-1899, in the

full enjoyment of all his mental faculties, though in dechning

health.

Less than a year prior to his death Judge Holman suffered

an irreparable loss in the sudden death of his devoted and noble

^yife—the tender and affectionate companion in his home and the

sharer in his sorrow^s and joys, his defeats and triumphs—which

bereft his life of its former buoyancy and happiness and told

upon his ph3^sical health.

His life is a most eventful and instructive one in the midst of

the most trying and critical period of our country's history.

His ser^'ice in the House of Representatives in fifteen Con-

gresses and in entering upon the sixteenth—his thirty-first

year—is longer than that of any Representative dead or living.

He received more nominations for Congress and from more dif-

ferent Congressional districts than any other Representative in

Congress ever did—twice defeated for the nomination, four times

nominated and defeated, and sixteen times nominated and

elected.
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Practically his whole life was devoted to the public service in

his native State and in the Congress of the United States.

What was the talisman of his wonderful career and success?

In my humble judgment it was his honest, fearless, faithful,

laborious, and conscientious discharge of every duty and obliga-

tion devolving upon him in every position of honor, trust, and

profit committed to his charge. As probate judge, prosecuting

attorney, delegate in the constitutional convention, member of

the State legislature, judge of the common pleas court, and

Representative in Congress he discharged every duty and obli-

gation honestly, fearlessly, faithfully, conscientiously, and indus-

'

triously, with an eye single to the^ best interests of the great

masses of the people and of his State and country. Not the

breath of even a suspicion of dishonesty, fraud, corruption, or

prostitution of his official positions to his personal enrichment

or aggrandizement ever rested upon his personal or public life.

In every office he held he gained and maintained the respect

and confidence of his constituents, his State, and the country,

and proved himself worthy of and deserving still higher honors

and greater trusts.

In the House he was a member of the select committee on

Government contracts during the war, and of the special com-

mittee to inquire into the causes of the decline of our commerce,

and of the Committees on Claims, War Claims, Commerce, and

chairman of the Committees on Public Buildings and Grounds

and of Appropriations and Indian Affairs.'

His knowledge and comprehension of governmental affairs, the

public service and its best interests, were wonderfully accurate.

He was a steadfast believer in and earnestly devoted to the

true, imperishable principles of his party as so concisely enun-

ciated by Jefferson, and never swerved from their enforcement

in public affairs.
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He was devoted to his native State and its people, but never

unmindful of the interests of our whole country. He had an

abiding faith in the people and jealously watched and guarded

what he honestly beheved to be their best interests, and to the

fullest extent enjoyed their respect and confidence. He beheved

in and energetically enforced economy in the public expense,

that labor may be lightly burdened, and earnestly opposed all

subsidies and gratuities to the favored few at the expense of the

masses. He was? plain and simple in his manners, accessible to

and approachable by all, open, sincere, and frank, and was in its

best sense a man of the people.

He was a lover of flowers, his farm home, and surroundings,

a kind and devoted husband, a true and warm friend, and free

from jealousy and selfishness. He was a patriot and devoted

to an indissoluble Union of indestructible States, and during the

trying times of the war labored faithfully and earnestly in the

support and maintenance of the cause of the Union.

In the whole history of our nation few men have occupied

the positions and exerted the beneficial influences in the House

of Representatives which he did. His absence will be greatly

missed and his place most difficult to fill.

Full of years, full of honors, ever faithful in the discharge of

every trust and duty,
'

' like one that wraps the drapery of his

couch about him and hes down to pleasant dreams, '

' he quietly

passed from the scenes of his illustrious career to the realities of

an endless life in the, to us, invisible world.

In paying these tributes to his life and honor to his memory,

we honor ourselves and the people who honored him.
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Letter from Mr, Spooner.

Mr. TuRPiK. Mr. President, I have received a letter from the

Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. Spooner] accounting for his absence

at this time, which I ask to have read and inserted as a part of

the services.

The Vick-PrKSidknt. The Secretary will read the letter.

The Secretary read as follows:

United Statks Sknatk,
Washington, D. C. , December z/, i8gy.

My Dkar Senator: An important exigency, communicated
to me by telegram last night, renders it absolutely necessary

that I leave this morning for Chicago at 10.50, thus, of course,

compelling me to forego the tribute to the memory of Judge
H01.MAN which I had prepared.

I greatly regret the situation, and I will take it as a great

kindness if you will at some time during the ceremonial state

that I was to have joined in the tribute to Judge Hoi^man, but

have been precluded from doing so by unexpected and enforced

absence from the city.

My memory of Judge H01.MAN goes back to the days of my
boyhood, and there are many, many reasons why I desired to

participate in the ceremonial. My father and he were devoted
friends.

I would not like, when the exercises are published, to have
any Indianian think that I was present and silent.

In great haste, yours, sincerely,

John C. Spoonkr.
Hon. David Turpie.
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Address of Mr, Vest.

Mr. Vkst. Mr. President, the insoluble mystery of life and

death is always before us.

We come into the world without being consulted, stumble,

fall, sin and suffer, and are helpless in the presence of death.

All our race, one after another, pass away, but no message

comes back to the living; nor can words of ours penetrate the

windowless home of the dead and awaken its silent occupant.

We can not reach the dead, but it is right and just that the

colleagues of every public servant should place upon enduring

record their estimate of his character and services. The history

of patriotic and unselfish labor for the general good arouses the

living to higher motives and nobler actions.

I knew W11.1.1AM S. Holman for nearly twenty years.

In many respects he was a very remarkable man. His

brusqueness of manner and seeming reserve and abstraction

impressed those who did not know him well with the idea that

he was cold, unsympathetic, and even ascetic. In fact, while

not effusive, nor given to gush and impulse, he was kindly in

nature and affectionate in all the relations of life. The poor,

humble, and unfortunate, when worthy and deser\dng, found

him an earnest friend.

He was aesthetic in his tastes, fond of music, flowers, the

beauty of art and nature, and the companionship of great au-

thors. His home was that of a refined, cultured scholar, devoted

to all that elevates the mind.

As a legislator he was invaluable. Patient, indefatigable,

thoroughly informed on all public questions, honest, and fear-

less, he saved to the Government millions of dollars by his

watchful opposition to every scheme of plunder.
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He possessed that moral courage, far superior to the com-

bative instinct of the battlefield, which faces alone and unsup-

ported ridicule, abuse, and calumny.

For years he was derided as a " Watchdog of the Treasury '

'

and "The Great Objector," but he never faltered in his stern

and relentless opposition to the extravagant and profligate waste

of pubhc money. He believed that the taxes of the people

should be expended with the same care and economy that con-

trol the business of a prudent citizen, and he opposed all gov-

ernmental partnership by which classes and individuals are

enriched at the expense of the toiling masses.

No monument can be erected to his memory so splendid and

enduring as his life's history. Always on guard, ever ready

for conflict, if there had been a fla^v in his armor the jobbers

and lobbyists would have found it; but in all the years, under

point of spear and edge of sword, his character for honesty and

patriotism was never even assailed.

On the stone which marks his grave in the district that hon-

ored itself by giving him to the country should be placed this

epitaph:

Here sleeps

WII.I.IAM S. HOI^MAN,

The honest, watchful, courageous Congressman, who never slept when
guarding the National Treasury against peculation and fraud.
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Address of Mr, Frye.

Mr. Frye. Mr. President, I enjoyed a long and I think I

may with propriety say an intimate acquaintance with Judge

H01.MAN, having served with him in the House of Representa-

tives for ten years, two of which we were members of the same

committee, and ha,ving been a guest with him at the same hotel

for the last ten or twelve years of his pubhc service. I learned,

sir, in that time to have for him as a legislator a most pro-

found respect, and as a man, deep personal affection.

He possessed many admirable traits of character. As a public

man his fidelity to the Government he served and to the people

he represented no one famihar with his career ever dreamed of

questioning. As a guardian of the pubhc Treasury he was most

watchful, accepting and acting a role the most of us would

shrink from at once. His popularity as a member of the House

he never weighed in the balance with his duty, and he never

surrendered one jot or one tittle of the latter to secure the

former.

He was known as
'

' The Great Objector,
'

' but he never gained

that title by obstructing legislation for personal or partisan

ends, from prejudice, passion, or pique, and while his colleagues

on the floor, when they saw their pet measures delayed or

defeated, may have felt a momentary irritation, naturally, I

beheve that confidence in the honesty and patriotism of his

purposes were universal. He undoubtedly saved the Govern-

ment many thousands of dollars, never counting the cost to

himself.

He was, I think, the most conspicuous man for his strict

attention to public duties I have ever known. He was never
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absent from House or committee where absence was avoid-

able. And not only was he present and in the performance of

his duties in. public, but he had no time which he called his

own in private. I knew personally that his rooms were besieged

every night and that the doors were never closed.

He was, on account of his long experience and continued

service in the House of Representatives, a good parliamentarian,

an accomplishment almost absolutely necessary to success in that

great body.

Judge HoivMAN himself never claimed, nor did he have, any

of the graces of the orator, but he was a strong debater, a very

dangerous opponent, because he never entered into a discussion

without being fully equipped for the contest.

All strong men have some weakness. Judge Hoi^man was

no exception to this rule. Whenever he heard coming up to

him the cry of the soldier or the soldier's widow, he forgot the

Treasury and left its door wide open. When Judge Hoi^man

died the soldiers lost as good a friend as they ever had in the

Congress of the United States.

While he was strict, and perhaps many people thought severe,

in his economy in public expenditure, in his own he was liberal

to prodigality. Every begger and tramp and wrecked ofhce

seeker instinctively sought Judge Hoi^man, and they never left

him empty-handed. I have known him many a time, after he

had disbursed all the money he had with him, to call upon a

neighbor for a few more dollars, saying that some poor fellow

was in distress and needed it. I was appointed once to speak at

I^awrenceburg, in his district. He addressed a meeting the

evening before, opening his speech with the information that a

poor widow in town had, a few days before, lost her only cow

by accident; that she was in great trouble because she could not

replace it; and made the declaration that there would be no
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speech that evening until sufficient money had been contributed

to make up the loss. The necessary contribution was promptly

made, the Judge being the most generous giver, then politics

resumed its sway.

In his family he was one of the most delightful and charming

men I ever knew. He and his dear wife, who crossed
'

' the

covered bridge" just before him, all the time I knew them so

intimately, were as tender, as courteous, as devoted to each

other as when they were bride and groom. To his children he

was a father indulgent to a fault.

The Senator from Missouri [Mr. Vest] has written for him
"

his epitaph. I will write for him mine: "He was faithful,

just, charitable, affectionate." Perhaps Senators will say that

these are homely and modest virtues, not brilliant, not glitter-

ing. To be sure, but they are as eternal as the hills.

Who of us in the Senate to-day remembers the battles fought

and the victories won by Sir PhiHp Sidney? Who of us forgets

that cup of cold water given to the dying soldier? On the

monument erected to that great English soldier. General Gor-

don, there is inscribed these words: "At all times and every-

where he gave his strength to the weak, his substance to the

poor, his sympathy to the suffering, his heart to God. '

' Nobler

tribute than that never was paid to man, and it will live long

after that marble monument has crumbled into dust.
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Address of Mr, Turpie,

Mr. TuRPiK. Mr. President, the Hon. Wiwam S. HoIvlMAn,

lately deceased, a member of the House of Representatives of

the Fifty-fifth Congress from the Fourth district of the State

of Indiana, was first elected to that body in 1858, and with brief

interruptions remained continuously in the same service until

April 22, 1897, the time of his death. His public life may thus

be said to have covered the period of almost forty years. His

actual service, had he lived to complete the term for which he

was last chosen, would have been thirty-two years, a length of

time almost equal to that of a whole generation. He was a

member of Congress before the war, and of the Congress which

sat at the commencement of and during the war.

The great civil war, with the issues incident thereto, strongly

mark a very momentous epoch in our history. The burning

questions of that day came very early, at the very beginning of

his career, to Mr. H01.MAN. His answer thereto and his action

concerning the same were neither tardy nor uncertain. He
was for the Union at all risk and at every cost. He supported

the prosecution of the war for the Union with fervent zeal, with

unflagging constancy. He had all his life resided on the very

line of the border between the free and slave States. He rep-

resented the people of a border district. His constituents had

with their neighbors of Kentucky, and indeed with the people

of the entire South, through the great commerce of the Ohio

River, the most intimate and congenial relations; but these

things cost him not a moment's hesitation.

In the very outset he took his position of loyalty to the Union,

and his course contributed largely in its influence, both upon

public and private opinion, to the success of that pohcy which
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preserved the Government and the Union of the States unim-

paired from the gravest peril that had yet threatened their exist-

ence. He did not disguise, den}^ or seek to evade the very

serious consequences of the armed conflict which ensued.

Many of his warmest, most devoted personal and pohtical

friends engaged in the mihtary service of the United States.

They were not left to the care or attention of others. He fol-

lowed their fortunes in the field or on the march with the most

constant solicitude. Whatever could be done by him, either

through pubHc action or personal ministration, was done with

fidelity, with the most perfect kindness and alacrity. Many

an officer and soldier of the Indiana regiments received in time

of trouble needed aid and recognition at his hands.

The same just and prescient regard for the consequences of

the w^ar is clearly shown by his record in Congress upon the

subject of pensions to the soldiers of the Union. He always

took the ground that the payment of pensions for injuries

incurred during service to those who had borne arms in our

behalf in that great contest was a part and portion of the war

debt, as binding upon the conscience and honor of the nation

as the bonds or coupons of the funded indebtedness. He there-

fore earnestly advocated and voted at all times for the appropri-

ations necessary for the payment of the pension roll, and for

every measure having for its object the speedy adjustment and

fair settlement of pension claims. He spent some of the last

hours of his active service in patient labor with his own hands

in assisting some of his very numerous constituents in the pre-

sentation of their cases. It seemed to be a part of the man's

life and conscience that, having vigorously supported the prose-

cution of the war, he did not desire to shun any responsibility

therefor, but he felt under obligation to work while it was yet

day with him, by all means and methods, for those who had
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suffered from the wounds or disabilities incident to the perils

of that gigantic conflict.

Upon the close of the civil war his record upon the subject of

reconstruction was as declarative and outspoken as it had been
during the period of actual hostilities. He took and maintained

the position that the States which had joined in the revolt

against the National Government, having laid down their arms
and having renewed their allegiance to the Constitution and
laws of the country, were entitled to as full recognition and rep-

resentation in Congress as upon the day of their original admis-

sion into the Union. Penalties were for persons, such persons

as Congress might, for cause, subject to the same, not for States,

and where the masses of the people of a State had by legislative

action brought themselves into harmonious and practical rela-

tions with the Government, there ought, as he believed in such

cases, to be no denial of any constitutional rights or privileges.

He espoused and advocated these principles from the beginning,

and adhered thereto until they became the settled policy and the

established law of the land.

Besides the prominent part he bore in measures of national

moment and concern, he was constantly engaged in the labors

of one or more leading committees of the House. Indeed, his

capacity for this kind of work and his supervision and recollec-

tion of almost innumerable details were very remarkable. Dur-
ing his protracted service in the House he not only regularly

read every bill and report upon all subjects of interest, but he
studied these papers—examined and verified their contents.

He was, during the time of his active service, more thoroughly

conversant with the Indian affairs, with the whole body of legis-

lation relating to the public lands, and especially the entire

system of appropriations, than any member of either House of

Congress.

H. Doc. 321 9
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He was a timely, earnest, constant friend and supporter of the

homestead pohcy as apphcable to the arable lands belonging to

the GoA^ernment. He contended that the ptiblic domain be-

longed to and should be exclusively reser\-ed for the people. He

insisted that there was no system of land grants or subsidies and

no improvement of any character that could campare in profit

and advantage to the country with the policy of colonizing the

far West by a dedication of its broad areas of forest and prairie

to be the homes of actual settlers.

His special sendees to his own constituency and to his native

State, for many years connected with and directed to the improve-

ment of the Ohio River and its affluents, have been often the

subject of public notice and of the highest appreciation. It

would be difficuh to describe or to designate any faculties or

quahties of an ideal Representative which were not exemplified

in the character and life of the veteran statesman whom we

dehghted to honor. His official course was marked by a just

consideration of the constitutional rights and lawful interests of

the people of the entire country, by special attention to the par-

ticular necessities and demands of his own State and of his imme-

diate constituency, and by a faithful, diligent performance of

every duty, which neither age nor time could slacken or abate.

His personal characteristics were well known; they have

been often described. He was affable, easy of approach, atten-

tive to the petitioner for aid or counsel. His long serAnce and

high position had no effect to remove him from the sphere of

daily and hourly touch with the people. He was as near to his

constituency on the last as on the first day of his serA'ice. He

rebuked not importunity, but heard the matter over again, will-

ingly, to the end. In his official labors at the capital he was no

respecter of persons nor of parties. All received the same kindly,

helpful, and im]\artial consideration.
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Notwithstanding this, he was an earnest partisan, very

strongly attached to the party of his choice. Indeed, one of

the things most notable in the man was his political constancy.

As a Democrat he commenced, as a Democrat he finished, his

course. He lived and acted also in an era of great political

change and upheaval, and of much tergiversation. His earlier

campaigns, as well as his first canvass for Congress, were made

against the Whig party. Subsequently he encountered the Amer-

ican, or, as it w^as called, the Know Nothing party ; then the Union

party and platform, which figured so largely in Indiana during

the first years of the war. I^astly he contended with the Repub-

lican organization. Yet he had as a politician a ver}^ long life.

The people gave him this length of years, and they seem not to

have charged against him as a fault or as any offense his stead-

fast adherence to that party whose tenets and policies he had in

his youth espoused. Here is found a valuable lesson for the

young men of this time who may entertain ambition for a public

career. Few Representatives in Congress have rendered more

useful or practical service to the country or to their constitu-

encies than this lifelong partisan.

It is not true that the best services in the cause of our coun-

try or of mankind have been rendered by nonpartisans. The

great revolutions and reformations in the promotion of human

progress, the gains made in the protracted struggle for civil and

religious hberty, the amendments to the Constitution and laws

which have aggrandized the many as free moral agents, have

been the work of partisans, of men who had beliefs, who held

convictions and were willing to take sides for their maintenance

at all hazards.

These reflections are neither casual nor irrelevant. They

belong to this subject, and are a part—no unimportant part

—

of the history of the life which we commemorate. The lesson
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spoken of is ^Yritten in the pages of this life in characters so

large, so vivid, so distinct in outline that it ought not be over-

looked or forgotten.

One of his finest traits was that of modesty, an unobtrusive

demeanor without anj^ assumption of importance or superiorit}'.

This is not to be excluded from the hst of the virtues and graces

of true manhood. In ordinar}' intercourse or private conver-

sation he ver}^ rarely alluded to his own action or conduct in

pubHc affairs. He would describe a stirring incident which

had occurred in the proceedings of the House, in which he had

taken a principal part, without so much as mentioning his own

presence. Often what he said or did became for the time the

subject of public comment and attention, but what had been

thus done or spoken by him did not have such notoriety for its

end or object.

This very conspicuous trait in his character somewhat ob-

scured many of his best attainments. They were unknown,

therefore unnoticed.

His reading had been, in the course of his life, very extensive.

He was a man of broad and liberal culture, well acquainted with

the history of his country' and with that of others, especially

with the history of those nations, France and England, so inti-

mately connected with our own. He was thoroughly conver-

sant with English and American literature, and often quoted

and alluded to our best classics with the warmest expressions

of interest and appreciation. He was specially addicted to

research in natural science. He had not only read much upon

these topics, but his personal obser^-ations therein had been

curiously close and accurate.

He was very much at home among plants and shrubs, buds

and blossoms. He told me that he had been always fond of

flowers, and had in early life rather looked upon leaves as dull
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and commonplace forms, but latterly he had changed his mind

and taste. He found that the leaves of many plants and shrubs

were as delicate and beautiful as flowers, and quite as fragrant.

The capacity for the enjoyment of such simple and elegant

tastes was for him a fortunate condition. These calm and quiet

studies of nature brought him a change of subject, afforded him

rest and relaxation from the wearing exertions of public duty,

a relief much needed amidst the labors of a life of official rou-

tine and ceaseless activity.

He dealt with the public moneys in the same manner as he

dealt with his own—frugal in the most necessary expenditures,

careless in none, opposing all extravagance, and especially hos-

tile to schemes savoring of speculation or corruption. One of his

maxims, always observed and enforced, was that the National

Treasury ought never to be used for mere speculative projects,

however promising in return, and that it should be diHgently

watched and guarded against the insidious attacks of corporate

and private interests.

One of the strongest traits of his character was attachment to

his home. It was an ancestral home, and though not large in

acres it was beautiful in its site and surroundings. Upon a high

plateau, overlooking the Ohio River, three States were to be

seen from the Holman homestead, and the landscape was so

variegated as to be very attractive to one who from day to day

looked upon its changing scenery. The owner of this mansion

lived in it—indeed, really lived nowhere else. Though he spent

much of his time at Washington and at other places in the dis-

charge of his public duties, yet he dwelt at Veraestau, the place

of his birth—the farmhouse of his fathers. He personally

undertook the care of the place—the fields, orchard, garden,

and shrubbery. He cared much for trees, and when one or

another of these old friends of the forest was marked for the ax
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he would be heard to sa^', in as starthng tones as he ever

addressed to the Speaker, " I object."

This love for home—its employments and associations—was

as firm and constant in his early youth and manhood as in his

latter days. Doubtless the public service had for him its fasci-

nation and singular attraction, as it may have for others.

His reputation as a statesman and lawmaker was widely known,

and his acquaintance with men and affairs in many parts of the

country was large and intimate; but none of these things les-

sened his affection fqr the home of his youth. After every

period of absence he returned thither with eagerness to spend

his leisure upon the banks of the Ohio. Where he was born

there he lived and labored, and there he was buried.

In the haste and celerity of our modern hfe, in its multitudi-

nous distraction, in its rapid change of vocation and residence,

and in its city hives and flats used as domiciles, the sentiment

of hearth and home among us seems almost in danger of extinc-

tion. Here, then, we may well pause, taking at least time for

breath in our hurry to consider and contemplate the example

of this great American who made his home, his country home,

the seat and center of his work and hfe. The pubhc honors he

won and wore, the fame he achieved in the national councils,

the beneficence of his long Congressional service, were all

deemed, in his mind, worthy only to adorn and to aggrandize

his home.

Several years before his election to Congress Mr. Holman

had been, in 1849, chosen a member of the convention of our

State which met in 1850 and which framed and submitted to

the people for adoption our present constitution. In this

assembly, composed of the most distinguished men of the State

in both of the political parties then dominant, he held a very

conspicuous position and established a great reputation, both
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among his colleagues in that body and the constituencies which

they represented. Afterwards he was elected a member of the

general assembly of the State which met in 1851. Upon this

session of the legislature devolved the task of a revision of the

statutes of the State then in force so as to bring the whole mass

of previous legislation in accord and harmony wi-th what was

then called the new constitution.

In this assembly, also, his labors were of permanent utility

and conceded excellence. Many of the members of this body

had been members of the constitutional convention. His capac-

ity and industry were well known and recognized. This ses-

sion of our legislature lasted more than six months, the longest

in the history of the State. It was called, in the parlance of

those days, and is yet occasionally alluded to as the
'

' long par-

liament." Both of these positions, much sought and coveted

by the public men of that era, were attained by him after stren-

uous and exciting contests before the people with his political

rivals and opponents.

Besides, in the brief intervals of his Congressional service,

when he occasionally failed to be returned, he had yet always

been the candidate of his party, so that the period of his active

political canvass extended from 1849 to 1896, longer than that

of any public man of either party in our State. The Holman

campaign thus ran through nearly half a century. It was

always in method and form the same, though of course in that

lapse of time it comprised a great variety of subjects and was

concerned with many and different political issues. His cam-

paign was conducted by a public, open canvass, sometimes made

by himself alone, at other times jointly with his competitor.

His meetings for pubhc speaking were usually held upon his own

appointment. He journeyed from neighborhood to neighbor-

hood and from county to county on his own motion, paying
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little attention to what is called the local organization. This

was aided by a house-to-house canvass in certain localties, not

careless or indifferent, though it might seem to be so, but full

of discrimination. He traveled in his own conveyance, carried

always a suppl}^ of documents, including his Congressional

speeches, distributed freel}^ to all those who wished them.

He took also with him a copy of the Record of Congressional

proceedings, with which he often suddenly confounded some

noisy disputant o^: a thoughtless competitor on the hustings who

accused him of casting a vote which he never gave, or of an

utterance which he had not made, but some other member had

made on the same day and page of the Record.

To these instrumentalities was added a large current corre-

spondence—personal letters written and signed by himself not

onl}^ to political friends, but to political opponents, stating the

reasons for his reelection. These letters were written in manly,

nervous style, free and open. Of the many he may have writ-

ten, not one was ever quoted to his disparagement; of the many

even j^et remaining among his people, not one appeals to the

voter save in the highest and most honorable terms. These let-

ters are now preser^^ed as cherished mementoes of the writer and

of his career.

More than once in his course he encountered the boding wrath

of legislative apportionment which threatened to destro}^ his

majorities and to overwhelm his friendly constituencies. When

the legislature of Indiana became Republican, one of the first

things considered was how to exclude Holman from the House

of Representatives. His district was two or three times care-

fully changed and reconstructed so as to assure his defeat, but

the design failed. "It is true," he has been heard to say

on these occasions, "the legislature can make the district, but

they can not choose the member. The people will choose the
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member; they will resent this poHtical wrong." And so the

event proved.

Once when the legislature had added to his old district the

counties of Wayne and Fayette, with very large adverse major-

ities, intending to provide for his certain overthrow, public

opinion came with such a strong trend in his direction that the

stoutest posts and ramparts of the partisan apportionment were

swept away, the highest and driest places of opposition were sub-

merged by the flood tide in his favor; and the result was one of

the greatest political triumphs in the history of Indiana. Of so

little avail are apportionments when the people will otherwise.

As a public speaker, judged from the recorded experience of

so constant success, he was exceedingly efficient. With many

other qualifications for good fortune upon the hustings, he had

one overshadowing merit—that of being easily understood by

those who heard him. Men might approve, or disapprove, but

they could not misunderstand him. His style of address to a

popular audience was ordinarily plain, familiar, and colloquial,

but not incorrect or inelegant. Facts, figures, dates, and

amounts given upon his personal or official knowledge were

stated with precision and accuracy. He spoke altogether

extempore, but after careful thought and preparation. He sel-

dom even used notes or memoranda, though he sometimes read

from documents cited. He was of the most admirable temper,

smooth, unruffled, impervious to irritation, undisturbed by inter-

ruption, in his bearing frank and manly, gifted with a reserve

fund of patience which could not by any sort of device be

exhausted.

His ver}^ active powers of reasoning and argument were

under instant and immediate command. His spirit-stirring

words of comment, exhortation, and encouragement were deftly

fitted to the exigencies of the campaign as they arose from day
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to da}'. He did not often speak at great length, but always

held the attention of his hearers closel}'. He was not versed in

the modern accomphshment of being at the same time quite

brief and very tedious. His voice could not be called loud or

strong, yet it was clear. It wore w;ell, and had in it a certain

metallic resonance that carried his words to a distance, so that

he was heard distinctly by a very numerous audience.

There was a curious method in his direct attack, or invective.

These were not often resorted to. When he made use of invec-

tive, very keen, yet quiet, it was uttered altogether in the tone

and manner of an aside, of something he had almost forgotten

to say, something he cared nothing about repeating or remem-

bering. The effect w^as very singular; it greatly enhanced the

force of the words spoken.

His manner and style of speaking in the House of Repre-

sentatives were the same as before the people, except that they

were somewhat more deliberate, and disclosed also, consciously

or unconsciously, forces in reser\^e which he might summon to

his support. Upon his familiar themes in that House, and they

were not few in number, he could call spirits from the vasty

deep, and they came instantly at his bidding. When he had

stated and declared the reasons for his opposition to a pending

claim or appropriation as unjust, excessive, or fraudulent, and

a member undertook to answer in defense of the same, the

member made the mistake of attacking a strong man upon his

strongest ground. Holman's reply in such case was not only

an exposition, it was an exposure scathing and destructive. It

left his assailant helpless, without the means of recovery. Often

such a one became the subject of rebuke by the vote of the

House, and by the later action of his own constituency. More

than one honorable gentleman has l)egun and ended his Con-

gressional career by an attack on Hol:\iax.
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The relations of mutual esteem and confidence between Mr.

HoiyMAN and the wise-hearted, generous constituency whom he

represented became stronger and nearer. He learned more and

more what his people wished and how to accomplish it. They

learned to know him as a master workman, often accepted,

many times approved, and they still continued to prefer him as

against all other candidates for their favor.

Year after year, as the season for the campaign recurred, he

proceeded to set forth, in order, a declaration of those things

most surely believed among us of the Democratic faith.

In the latter days, in the last appeal which he made to the

people near the close of his life, in the maturity of age and

experience, he earnestly contended for the policy embodied in

the Constitution, the free coinage and use of both silver and

gold as full legal-tender money of the United States. And the

people again set their final seal of approval upon his character,

life, and doctrine by a sixteenth election to the House—an event

very rare in political annals.

When he had entered the seventy-fifth year of his pilgrimage,

when he had commenced the thirty -first year of his great em-

ployment in the national councils, he was one day missed from

his accustomed place. Very soon it was known that he was

not in attendance; he was absent, but not without leave; a

message had come from the all-wise Master of Assemblies that

he should rest from his labors.

During the last session of the Fifty-third Congress, which

ended on March 4, 1895, I saw a great deal of Mr. H01.MAN.

He was then serving in his fifteenth term. He called very

often at my rooms in the Capitol. He complained frequently

of his health; said that he felt his strength declining, and that

the work of the House seemed to fatigue him much more than

formerly. I spoke very cheerfully in reply—told him that he
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appeared in excellent health, and that he bore the winters at

Washington much better than some of our younger men, but

he still brooded somewhat over his condition. At last he said

to me upon one of these occasions rather seriously that he sup-

posed he would be no exception to the rule. I asked him

what rule. He replied that it seemed to be accepted as a rule

of the House that no member should ever live to finish his

thirtieth year of service. The source of these forebodings then

became apparent. > There had been a tradition of long standing

in the House that no member had survived to serve out his

fifteenth term. Mr. Speaker Randall had died, in this regard,

prematurely. Judge Kelley, for many years the father of the

House, had died in the twenty-ninth year of his service. Mr.

O'Neill, who succeeded Judge Kelley in that title, had died

before the completion of his last term. Judge HoIvMAN had

for many years heard this tradition, and was not unaffected b^^

it. I told him that every rule had its exceptions, assured him

of his continued health and welfare, and that I believed he

would fully serve out his term and break the line of tradition

for once at least. "When the session closed, on the morning

after adjournment I called upon him at his rooms. I congratu-

lated him upon the completion of the thirtieth year of his ser^^-

ice, an unexampled instance in the House, a very notable era in

his own life, in the history of our State, and in the annals of

Congress. He received these congratulations with evident sat-

isfaction, yet seemed to be in a mood quite sedate and serious,

but at last said, smilingly, that he had been spared to make an

exception to the rule, though he had thought for some months

before that he would not live to be one.

I had the pleasure afterwards of meeting him quite fre-

quently, upon his reelection to the Fifty-fifth Congress. He

had been then the father of the House, and had besides the
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unique distinction of having already served a longer time in

that body than any other member in its history, and of having

been chosen to a sixteenth term of membership besides. This

prolonged service, with its coincident seniority, had not been

merely perfunctory. It had been accompanied at every stage

by a vigilant, faithful, continuous discharge of public duty, and

that true fame which is earned by real merit, by a stern and

stainless integrity, the answer of a good conscience toward God

and man, the most splendid trophy of a well-spent life.

Although Judge Holman was a man of affairs in close con-

tact with the varied political activities of this world, yet he had

not forgotten—had always borne in present remembrance—the

concerns of the world to come, the distant scene beyond. He

had been from early manhood, and continued to the close of

his earthly career, a steadfast believer in the Christain faith.

He became and remained a member of the Baptist Church, and

always took a lively interest in the progress and growth of that

numerous and influential body. He frequently attended as a

delegate its regular annual associations, and it was evident that

he enjoyed the meetings and deliberations of these religious

councils as much as he did those of the National Congress. It

must have been certainly an interesting and edifying spectacle

to have seen and heard the distinguished statesman, whom time

had clothed with so many years and honors, discoursing upon

some subject of discipline or doctrine among his brethren as

one who, in his deliberations upon the great secular questions

of his age, had yet kept and preserved his interest in the affairs

of that grander and more glorious commonwealth—the church.

Firmly attached to the form of faith which he had so long

and so worthily professed, yet he was in no sense proscriptive.

As he had freely formed and retained his own religious opinions,
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he granted to all others the same liberty, not of charity only,

but of right.

Thus his death has given us another witness to the doctrine

of the life to come and of immortality. How often he has

recited that magnificent climax of the great Apostle of the

Gentiles:

It is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption

It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory.

It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power.

The earthly form and life of our illustrious colleague have

passed away, have perished; but the honor, the power, and the

glory await him in the resurrection of the just.

The Senate (at 4 o'clock and 25 minutes p. m), in pursuance

of the resolution unanimously agreed to, as a further mark of

respect to the memory of the deceased Representative, adjourned

until to-morrow, Saturday, December 18, 1897, at 12 o'clock

meridian.
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